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IN  that  system  of  Education,  which  is  a  distinguish- 
ing feature  of  the  heritage  bequeathed  to  us  by  our 
fathers,  every  parent  and  every  friend  of  our  coun- 
try, must  feel  a  deep  interest.  As  each  year  comes 
to  its  close,  we  look  back  upon  a  period  during  which 
the  rising  generation  has  been  subjected  to  mighty  in- 
fluences, has  experienced  momentous  changes,  and  rap- 
idly moved  forward  toward  the  great  end  of  life. — 
Impressions  have  been  made  upon  the  minds  of  our 
children  within  our  unpretending  halls  of  learning, 
that  will  in  years  to  come,  greatly  modify  their  charac- 
ters, their  actions,  and  their  fortunes. 

It  is  upon  the  operation  of  the  common  school  sys- 
tem within  the  town  during  the  past  year,  that  your 
committee  are  called  to  report.  In  order  to  gratify 
that  reasonable  desire,  which  all  must  cherish,  to 
know  what  has  been  done,  and  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult of  the  expenditure  of  money  and  of  parental  so- 
licitude for  the  support  of  schools,  we  shall  give  some 
particulars  in  relation  to  each  term  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts in  their  order. 

DISTRICT  NO.  1. 

The  Slimmer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  A. 
Reynolds.  She  is  a  Teacher  of  good  attainments  and 
agreeable  manners^  and  the  order  observed  at  the 
close  of  the  school,  even  among  the  smallest  scholars, 
and  the  improvement  made,  especially  in  reading,  are 
sufficient  proof  that  she  was  well  adapted  to  her  task, 
and  that  the  term,  though  short,  was  highly  profitable 
to  her  pupils. 
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Winter  Term:  taught  by  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  MrCLAG- 
GETT.  A  reinforcement  of  older  scholars^  some  of  them 
quite  advanced  in  their  studies,  and  all  resolute  in 
the  pursuit  of  learning,  gave  to  the  winter  term 
of  this  school  an  active  and  business-like  character, 
and  demanded  eminent  qualifications  and  vigorous  ap- 
plication on  the  part  of  the  Teacher.  But  the  Teach- 
er, furnished  with  an  ample  fund  of  knowledge,  and 
skilful  and  industrious  in  its  use,  was  not  found  want- 
ing. In  the  several  studies,  among  which  were  Phys- 
iology and  Algebra,  the  progress  made,  in  the  short 
term  of  six  weeks,  was  most  satisfactory. 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 
.  Summer  Term:  Miss  Nancy  K.  Bayles,  Teacher.— 
"With  all  necessary  knowledge  derived  from  books,  and 
a  good  share  of  that  better  knowledge  derived  from 
experience,  this  Teacher  devoted  herself  most  suc- 
cessfully to  her  work.  Both  instructor  and  pupils  de- 
serve praise  for  the  good  order  that  prevailed,  for  the 
improvement  made  in  the  common  branches,  and  for 
some  good  compositions,  singing,  and  declamations. 

Winter  Term:  taught  by  Miss  Cynthia  M.  Duncklee. 
Miss  D.  is  a  Teacher  whose  excellent  scholarship,  un- 
tiring industry,  and  uniform  success,  are  not  only  well 
known,  but  fully  ajDpreciated,  even  beyond  the  limits 
of  our  own  town.  This  school  included  some  schol- 
ars from  the  adjoining  districts,  some  of  whom  were 
quite  irregular  in  their  attendance ;  but  his  disadvan- 
tage was  not  suffered  to  operate  against  the  general 
interests  of  the  school.  That  there  was  good  order, 
that  the  talents  of  the  pupils  were  tasked  and  bright- 
ened, and  that  the  term  was  productive  of  none  but 
gratifying  results,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3, 

A  Spring  Term  for  the  younger  classes,  was  taught 


•'4 


hj  Miss  Harriet  E.  Ames.  The  Teacher  exhibited  her 
excellent  faculty  of  governing  and  instructing  children, 
to  the  best  advantage.  The  ord^r  of  the  school  was 
uncommonlv  good :  and  the  improvement  in  reading, 
some  recitations  in  the  Abbreviations,  and  in  the  Cat- 
echism, on  the  closing  day,  gave  pleasing  evidence  that 
the  Teacher  and  the  pupils  were  alike  faithful. 

This  school  was  supported  by  the  remainder  of  last 
year's  funds,  and  is  not  included  in  the  statistical  table. 

First  Division — Svmrder  Term:  taught  by  Miss  Cyn-  ^ 
THiA  M.  DuNCKLEE.  In  this  School,  Miss  D.  found  oc- 
casion for  the  exercise  of  the  vigor  of  her  mind,  and 
for  the  use  of  her  excellent  method  of  instruction. — 
Among  the  large  number  of  pupils,  there  was  almost 
ever}^'  mental  peculiarity  and  a  variety  of  degrees  of 
scholarship,  perhaps  quite  as  gpeat.  The  classes  were 
numerous,  Philosophy,  Physiology,  and  History,  being 
among  the  studies.  But  at  the  examination,  it  ap- 
peared that  no  class  had  been  neglected ;  but  that 
the  school  as  a  whole  had  moved  steadily  forward,  in 
making  preparation  for  intelligent  and  useful  action 
upon  the  stage  of  life. 

Second  Division — Summer  Term:  taught  by  Miss  Lu- 
GRETiA  F.  Gould.  This  also  was  a  good  school.  Tho' 
deprived  of  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  giving  instruc- 
tion in  the  higher  branches  of  study,  the  Teacher  was 
able  to  sustain  the  interest  and  secure  the  advance- 
ment of  her  pupils,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner. 

First  Division —  Winter  Term. — This  was  taught  by  C. 
D.  Fitch,  A.  M.,  and  will,  we  trust,  have  a  lasting  and 
salutary  influence  upon  the  youth  of  this  district. — 
Mr.  F.,  after  having  for  years  worn  the  honors  of  a 
College  Graduate,  and  after  having  had  extensive  ex- 
perience as  a  Teacher  in  the  higher  schools,  passed  the 
winter  in  instructing  the  youth  of  his  native  village 
in  the  elementary  branches  of  study.    The  large  num- 
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ber  of  young  minds  placed  under  his  care,  included 
gome  whoseitalents  and  progress  in  knowledge  would 
not  suffer  in  comparison  with  those  of  any  other  com- 
mon school,  some  whose  roguishness  was  somewhat 
hard  to  be|  subdued,  and  some  who  were  evidently 
wearied  by  previous  mental  exertion.  But  none  could 
fail  of  being  benefitted.  Some  of  the/higher  branch- 
es were  attended  to,  and  in  all  the  studies  the  im- 
provement was  equal  to  our  highest  anticipations. 

The  Winter  Term  of  the  Second  Division,  taught  by 
Miss  L.  F.  Gould,  was  a  continuance  of  the  excellent 
instruction  and  excellent  improvement  of  the  Sum- 
mer Term.  In  conducting  the  school,  the  Teacher's 
kind  and  winning  disposition  was  brought  into  requi- 
sition, and  effectively  displayed.  The  first  class  made 
unusual  improvement  in  reading.  Eecitations  in 
Arithmetic,  the  Abbreviations,  and  Punctuation,  were 
particularly  pleasing. 

DISTKICT  NO.  4 

Summer  Term, — This  being  the  first  District  School 
taught  by  the  Teacher,  Miss  Susan  R  LeBosquet,  your 
Committee  expected  she  would  not  be  very  successful 
in  shaping  some  rough  ends  that  were  displayed  in 
this  school ;  but  we  were  in  a  measure  disappointed. 
Her  untiring  efforts  to  please  and  instruct,  were  in  a 
good  degree  successful.  Commendable  improvement 
was  made  in  most  of  the  studies  pursued. 

Winter  Term:  Miss  Julia  A.  Patch,  Teacher.  This 
school  appeared  well  at  its  commencement,  but  was  not 
visited  at  its  close.  The  Teacher  is  a  young  lady 
whose  education  is  quite  up  to  the  standard,  but 
whose  amiable  temper  may  sometimes  lead  to  the 
practice  of  greater  lenity  than  is  compatible  either 
with  perfect  order,  or  the  highest  improvement  of  her 
pupils.    To  her  is  due,  however,  the  credit  of  having 
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made  both  knowledge  and  kindness  liighly  conducive 
to  the  improTement  of  the  school. 

DISTEICT  NO.  5. 

Simmer  Term:  Miss  Sarah  C.  Kimball,  Teacher. — 
This  was  a  short  term,  a  large  proportion  of  the  schol- 
ars were  quite  young,  and  no  very  brilliant  results 
could  be  expected.  But  it  is  believed  that  the  schol- 
ars generally  made  very  considerable  improvement. 
Miss  K.  possesses  a  good  memory,  and  a  good  knowl- 
edge of  the  common  branches,  and  needs  experience 
only,  to  render  her  a  highly  useful  Teacher. 

Winter  Term. — Mr.  David  Willard,  the  Teacher, 
though  somewhat  inexperienced,  acquitted  himself  in 
a  happy  manner.  In  three  and  a  half  weeks,  (which 
was  the  length  of  the  term,)  the  scholars  made  a  very 
good  heginning  in  their  studies  :  and  the  recitations  of 
the  closing  day  seemed  like  the  sudden  and  violent 
termination  of  a  scene  which  .  was  about  developing 
itself  in  the  highest  beauty. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

The  only  term  during  the  year  in  this  district,  has 
just  closed.  It  was  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  E.  Grimes, 
whose  accomplishments  as  a  Teacher,  are  of  the  high- 
est order.  Easy  to  impart,  as  she  is  to  acquire,  knowl- 
edge— affectionate. and  condescending,  yet  decided  and 
persevering, — she  cannot  fail  to  benefit  her  pupils  so 
far  as  they  manifest  a  disposition  to  benefit  them- 
selves. In  this  case,  the  efibrts  of  Teacher  and  pupils 
were  alike  commendable,  only  excepting  some  disor- 
derly conduct  in  a  single  scholar. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

The  Summer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Betsy  Lewis.  She 
is  another  of  our  Teachers,  of  whom  we  may  well  be  proud. — 
Her  good  judgment,  unremittmg  diligence,  and  great  experience, 
have  already  secured  for  her  a  high  reputation.  In  this  school., 
she  was  as  successful  as  she  was  indefatigable.  While  the  com- 
mittee can  truly  say  that  the  improvement  in  reading  was  very 
great,  they  can  scarcely  hazard  any  intimation  that  in  other  stud- 
ies it  was  not  equally  good. 

Winter  Term. — Mr.  Dexter  N.  Foster,  the  Teacher,  was  in 
our  opinion,  well  qualified  for  the  business,  at  least  so  far  as  book 
knowledge  is  concerned.  His  experimental  knowledge  was  smali 
it  being  his  first  school.  We  are  sorry  to  say,  that  this  fact  seems 
to  have  been  taken  advantage  of  by  a  part  of  the  older  scholars 
and  others  pi'obably  influenced  by  them.  Of  course,  to  such  the 
school  was  of  but  little  benefit.  Some,  however,  seemed  dispos- 
ed to  profit,  and  deserve  much  credit  for  their  independence  and 
perseverance. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 
Summer  Term:  Miss  S.  M.  Taylor, Teacher.  Possessing  all  re- 
quisite qualifications,  Miss  T:  engaged  in  her  work  with  ardor  and 
fidelity  such  as  must  always  insure  success.  Having  won  the  af- 
fections of  her  pupils,  she  was  enabled  to  conduct  them  rapidly 
along  in  their  course  of  study.  That  the  scholars  manifested  a 
good  degree  of  interest  in  their  studies,  and  that  they  made  good 
progress  in  them,  was  the  opinion  of  the  Teacher  and  of  the 
committee. 

Winter  Term;  Miss  Maria  Holt,  Teacher.  This  school  was 
composed  of  orderly  and  diligsnt  scholars,  some  of  them  quite 
advanced  in  their  studies  and  enthusiastic  in  the  acquisition  of  a 
finished  education.  Most  happily,  the  Teacher  was  well  chosen. 
A  knowledge  of  books  and  of  human  nature,  such  as  was  needed; 
together  with  a  disposition  to  benefit  her  pupils  in  the  greatest  de- 
gree, gave  sure  promise  of  success  at  the  beiiinning,  and  at  the 
close  that  promise  was  found  to  be  fully  redeemed.  Several  of 
the  higher  branches  were  pursued,  and  in  them  good  progress 
was  made;  not,  however,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  younger 
learners. 

DISTRICT  NO.  9. 
The  Summer  Term  was  short,  and  the  number  of  scholars 
small.  The  Teacher,  Miss  Harriet  A.  Bowers,  displayed  much 
of  that  amiableness  and  steadiness  of  disposition,  which  cannot 
fail  to  secure  the  esteem  of  both  parents  and  pupils.  With  a 
Kiind  already  well  stored  with  knowledge,  experience  will'  un- 
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doubtedly  make  her  a  superior  Teacher.    The  scholars  deserve 
much  credit  for  their  application,  and  good  deportment. 

Winter  Term]  Miss  Harriet  E.  Ames,  Teacher.  In  this 
schoc.l,  Miss  A.  fully  sustained  her  reputation  for  scholarship, 
kindness,  and  diligence.  And  her  faithfulness  met  with  a  pleas- 
ing response,  (with  a  single  unhappy  exception,)  in  the  teacha- 
bleness, orderly  behavior,  and  rapid  improvement  of  the  scholars. 

DISTRICT  NO.  10. 

Summer  Term. — Miss  Cynthia  M.  Duncklee,  the  Teacher, 
was  in  this  case  obliged  to  harmonize  and  instruct  a  school,  not  ^ 
small  in  number,  gathered  from  all  the  adjoining  districts.  And 
we  were  much  gratified  to  see  the  work  done  so  well.  Generally 
young,  and  necessarily  irregular  in  their  attendance,  but  all  in  a 
good  degree  attentive, — ^the  scholars  made  commendable  prog- 
ress in  their  studies. 

Winter  Term;  Mr.  R.  F.  Colby,  Teacher, — a  young  gentle- 
man of  very  respectable  talents  and  attainments.  He  was,  how-  ) 
ever,  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  being  wholly  inexperienced;  as 
he  had  to  perform  the  difficult  task  of  leading  advanced  scholars 
on  to  higher  degrees  of  advancement,  and  that,  too,  immediately 
after  they  had  left  a  school  in  which  they  had  been  trained  by  a 
workman,  and  in  which  they  might  possibly  have  become  wearied 
by  close  application.  Some  dissatisfaction  arose  in  the  districts 
and  Mr.  C.  voluntarily  brought  the  school  to  a  close  in  abouC 
three  weeks  from  the  beginning,  giving  the  people  the  priv^ilege  of 
exercising  good  feeling  toward  one  another  in  disadvantageous 
circumstances. 

DISTRICT  NO.  11. 

In  this  district, there  has  been  but  one  term  within  the  year, which 
was  in  the  Summer,  taught  by  Miss  Mary  J.  Patch.  She  is  a 
promising  young  'I'eacher,  being  possessed  of  all  necessary  quali- 
fications, natural  and  acquired:  prompt  and  accurate  in  giving  in- 
struction, and  vigorous  in  preserving  order.  Many  of  the  pupils 
live  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  school  house,  and  were  ir- 
regular in  their  attendance.  But  at  the  close  of  the  school,  those 
present  read  in  a  more  spirited  and  correct  manner  than  at  the  be- 
ginning, and  good  improvement  had  been  made  in  other  studies. 

From  the  preceding  view,  it  will  be  seen,  tliat  the  pnst  year  has 
been  a  prosperous  one  for  our  schools.  Generally,  the  Teachers 
have  been  well  educated,  and  faithful  to  their  trust;  and  the  schol- 
ars not  indifferent  to  the  privileges  they  have  enjoyed.  It  is  a 
pleasing  and  encouraging  fact,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Teach- 
ers, are  members  of  our  own  coinmunity:  and  our  gratification 


10 


increased  by  reflecting,  that  they  have  not  only  used  the  Bible  as 
a  reading  book  in  a  formal  manner,  but  have  endeavored  to  exert 
a  good  moral  influence  over  the  rising  generation.  It  is  also  grat- 
ifying to  know,  that  in  our  schools,  the  number  is  not  small,  of 
those  who  are  properly  denominated  advanced  scholars;  to  whom 
the  operations  of  Ad-aras's  Arithmetic  are  but  light  work,  who 
have  a  good  knowledge  of  Grammar,  and  more  or  less  of  an  ac- 
quaintance with  Algebra,  Philosophy, Physiology  and  Astronomy, 
and  who  are  well  qualified  for  teaching. 

In  improving  the  minds  of  our  youth,  and  in  sustaining  and  in- 
creasing the  interest  in  the  subject  of  education  among  iis,  the 
High  School  taught  in  the  Autumn  by  C.  D.  Fitch,  A.  M.,  is  be- 
lieved eff*ectually  to  have  contributed.  Of  that  school,  it  is  proper 
to  say,  that  it  was  equal  to  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine. 
It  was  an  honor  to  the  Teacher,  whose  reputation  is  already  too 
well  established  to  need  any  praise  of  ours;  an  honor  to  the  pu- 
pils, who  applied  themselves  in  the  most  commendable  manner; 
and  an  honor  to  the  town,  whose  intelligence  was  by  it  both  mani- 
fested and  promoted. 

It  may  also  be  proper  to  mention,  that  a  subscription  school  for 
children,  was  kept  four  weeks  in  the  centre  district  subsequent  to 
the  close  of  the  summer  term,  by  Miss  L.  F.  Gould.  This  like- 
wise was  a  material  addition  to  the  privileges  of  the  young  in  this 
part  of  the  town. 

In  visiting  the  schools,  your  committee  have  endeavored  faith- 
fully to  discharge  their  duty.  They  have  given  the  Teachers  all 
assistance  in  their  power,  and  have  sought  to  impress  upon  the 
minds  of  the  scholars  the  importance  of  improving  the  fleeting 
days  and  golden  opportunities  of  early  life,  in  securing  that  culti- 
vation of  mind  which  will  be  found  indispensable  to  their  future 
usefulness  and  happiness. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  duties  required  of  the  superintending 
committee,  is  that  of  examining  applicants  for  certificates.  It  is 
not  often  that  an  individual  proposes  to  fill  the  Teacher's  office, 
who  is  not  suitably  acquainted  with  the  books  he  is  required  to 
use.  But  the  great  question  commonly  to  be  decided  is,  whether 
he  has  the  good  judgment,  kind  spirit,  enlarged  views,  and  power 
of  self-adaptation,  which  are  so  essential  in  the  maintenance  of  or- 
der, and  in  awakening  a  love  of  study  in  the  young  mind.  And 
unfortunately,  upon  thig  point,  evidence  is  not  generally  easy  to 
be  obtained.  But  taking  into  consideration,  the  condition  of  the 
school  which  the  applicant  proposes  to  teach,  the  compensation  he 
is  to  receive,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  Teachers  of  superior  ac- 
complishments, and  the  necessities  and  interests  of  all  concerned, 
your  committee  have  in  no  instance  given  a  certificate  without  be- 


ing  governed  by  their  best  judgment. 

And  with  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  Teachers  of  ap- 
proved qualifications,  your  committee  cannot  altogether  suppress 
their  apprehensions.  While  in  other  sections  of  New  England, 
Teachers  receive  greater  compensation,  and  other  employments 
yield  a  larger  pecuniary  return,  we  may  fail  to  retain  amo  g  us 
many  with  whom  we  cannot  well  part.  The  expediency  of  allow- 
ing a  more  generous  compensation,  especially  to  female  Teach- 
ers, is  a  point  worthy  of  serious  consideration. 

We  would  further  venture  to  suggest,  that  the  manifestation  of 
n  greater  interest  personally,  on  the  part  of  parents,  in  visiting 
the  schools,  in  assisting  and  encouraging  their  children  ia  their 
studies  at  home,  and  in  influencing  them  to  respect  and  obey  ihe'iv 
Teachers,  would  serve  greatly  to  brighten  the  prospects  of  the 
cause  of  learning  and  of  social  order  and  prosperity,  in  our  com- 
munity. 

To  these  remarks  we  only  add,  that  however  exalted  should  be 
our  esteem  for  higher  seminaries  of  learning,  the  liveliest  solici- 
tude for  the  maintenance  of  common  schools  cannot  be  deemed 
inappropriate.  The  common  school  system  is  like  the  generous 
and  genial  orb  of  day.  It  shines  for  all.  It  is  a  monument  of  the 
sound  wisdom  and  free  spirit  of  renouned  ancestors.  To  its  con- 
tinued and  harmonious  operation,  we  are  indebted  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, for  our  superior  dignity  and  prosperity  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  Upon  it  we  greatly  depend,  for  the  perpetuation  of 
the  institution  of  our  beloved  land, — institutions  to  which  strength 
and  glory  are  given,  by  Democracy  and  Republicanism  conjoin- 
ed, and  which  may  yet  spread  their  banner  of  light  over  an  eman- 
cipated world. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  LEBOSQUET,  )  SupermtenMng 
P.  C,  WHITTEMOEE,  \  School  Comiiiiltee 
PETER  PEYEY.        J    of  Gn  ^^rfidd, 
March  9,  1852. 
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Average  wages  paid 
month 
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High  School 
& 

Private  School. 


BOOKS  USED. 


Spelling — •Kiisseirs  and  Le onard's. 

Eeadinc — Rrissell's  Series. 

Grammar — Wells's. 

Cteography — Smith's  and  Mitchell's, 

ARrmMETic—Adams's^  Colburn's  and  Emerson's. 


OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  GREENFIELD, 

1353, 


PETEEBORO': 
C,  SCOTTj  -  -  -  -  PRINTER. 
1853. 


As  he  presents  liis  Annual  Report,  the  Smperin- 
tending  School  Committee  is  fully  aware  that  signifi- 
cant inquiries  will  arise  among  those  in  who^e  service 
he  has  been  employed.  Particularly,  it  will^  with  em- 
phasis be  asked,  "What  is  the  result  of  the  toil,  and 
treasure,  and  anxiety,  that  have  been  devoted  to  the 
education  of  our  children?"  Perhaps  only  an  imper- 
fect answer  can  be  given.  But  such  an  one  as  may 
be  presented,  your  committee  would  confidently  say^ 
cannot  properly  be  the  occasion  of  regret  or  discour- 
aorement. 

In  the  operation  of  our  Common  School  system', 
circumstances  are  continually  occurring,  which  at 
once  demonstrate  the  unrivalled  excellence  of  that 
system,  and  also  the  fallibility  of  those  who  carry  it 
into  eifect  and  enjoy  its  advantages.  Of  every  other 
human  institution,  we  are  compelled  to  take  the  same 
view.  So  that  although  our  highest  wishes  may  not 
in  all  cases  have  been  answered,  yet  upon  the  whole^ 
we  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  that  the 
Common  School  is  throwing  forward  its  light  upon 
the  destinies  of  our  children,  and  promising  to  make 
indissoluble  the  bond  that  shall  connect  them  with  the 
intelligence,  and  virtue,  and  happinCv'^s,  of  the  world. 

For  the  purpose  of  giving  a  general  view  of  the 
gehools,  tlie  following  Table,  list  of  Teachers,  Com- 
mit rees.  &c..  are  here  introduced. 
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NAMES  OF  THE  TEACHERS  AND  PRUDEN- 
"  TIAL  COMMITTEES. 


Vis, 

1            1  Teachers. 

1  rudeiii  1  toni  lees 

1. 

Summer. 
Winter. 

Matly  .T  Aeeott 

H.  S.  Low. 

Summer. 
Winter. 

kDA.XXJ3.IX  y^JxsxXjijl, 

P.  C.Whittemore. 

3 

Summer. 
Winter. 

S.  R.  LeBosquet. 
S.  Frances  Peavey 
Georgs  Bowers. 
S.  Frances  Peavey 

Luther  Grey. 

4 

Summer. 
Winter. 

Mary  J.  Duncklee 
B.  C.  Stanley. 

Hugh  A.  Rogers. 

5 

Summer. 
Winter. 

Jennie  S.  Ramsey. 
R.  C.  Stanley. 
Alfred  Hardy. 

Amzi  Jones. 

6 

Winter. 

Emma  M.  Ferson. 
Maria  Holt. 

Jesse  Cudworth. 

7 

Summer. 
Winter. 

Joanna  F.  Stanley 
Hiram  H.  Monroe 

James  Sawyer. 

8 

Summer. 
Winter. 

Maria  Holt. 

Samuel  Fisher. 

9 

Summer. 
Winter. 

M.  A.  LeBosquet. 
Marcia  Dascomb. 

Ira  Straw. 

10 

Summer. 
Winter. 

Maria  Holt.  ^ 
Hiram  H.  Monroe. 

Peter  Peavey. 

11 

■ri-  

Summer. 

A.  B.  Baldwin.     |  Benj.  Clement. 
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The  apparent  disagreement  between  the  amount  of 
money  and  number  of  scholars,  and  the  length  of  the 
schools,  in  No.  4,  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  this 
district  is  united  with  the  contiguous  district  in  Ben- 
nington. It  may  also  be  mentioned,  that  there  was, 
(as  usual,)  no  Summer  School  in  No.  6,  and  no  Win- 
ter School  in  No,  11 :  likewise,  that  in  Nos.  5  and  6, 
the  two  Winter  Teachers  w^ere  not  employed  at  the 
same  time,  but  one  kept  the  first,  and  the  other  the 
last  part  of  the  term. 

From  the  statistical  table  it  appears,  !-hat  the  whole 
number  of  different  scholai^  who  have  attended  school 
for  the  term  of  tw^o  weeks  the  past  year,  is  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven.  One  hundred  and  seventy  at- 
tended in  Summer :  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  in 
Winter. 

The  aggregate  length  of  the  schools  is  a  hundred 
and  seventy-four  weeks :  the  average  in  the  several 
districts,  not  quite  sixteen  weeks. 

For  the  support  of  these  schools,  the  town  has  paid 
$141,00  more  than  was  required  by  law ;  or, 

|460,20 

There  has  been  contributed  in  board,  &c.,  83,15 
Paid  Superintending  Committee,  20,00 

Making  the  whole  sum  devoted  to  Com-  

mon  Schools,  $563,35 

To  the  above,  the  sum  of  |9,57,  raised  for  Teach- 
ers' Institutes,  might  properly  be  added. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  as  well  here  to  say,  that  $563,- 
35  is  by  no  means  all  that  has  been  expended  in  the 
town  for  education  the  past  year.  A  High  School 
was  kept  in  the  centre  district,  in  the  autumn  by  C. 
D.  Fitch,  A.  M.,  w^hich  was  an  honor  to  our  commu- 
nity ;  and  a  subscription  school  taught  by  Miss  Maria 
L.  Hardy  is  now  in  progress,  w^  hich  cannot  fail  to  pro- 
duce the  best  results. 

If,  owing  to  the  greatness  of  their  numher,  we  can- 
not contemplate  the  average  kngth  of  our  schools  w  ith 
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nincli  satisfaction,  vet  we  have  no  reason  for  beino; 
ashamed  of  the  amount  expended  m  sustaining  them. 
Although  strong  arguments  could  be  adduced,  show- 
ing that  even  an  increase  of  the.  sum  usually  expend- 
ed for  this  purpose,  would  be  as  economical  as  it 
would  be  honorable,  vet  it  is  believed  that  in  this  re- 
spect  we  are  not  behind  the  towns  around. 

But  it  is  not  forgotten,  that  the  question  that  in- 
terests us  most,  is,  not  what  length  of  time  the  schools 
have  been  kept,  or  what  sum  of  money  has  been  ex- 
pended for  their  support,  but,  what  amount  of  real 
benefit  has  resulted  from  them?  It  is  unquestionably 
true,  that  that  amount  of  benefit  is  very  great.  Most 
of  the  schools  have  been  such  as  to  deserve  high  com- 
mendation. Some  of  them  have  been  excellent. — 
The  faithfulness  of  the  Teachers,  the  studiousness  of 
the  scholars,  and  the  good  influence  of  parents,  have 
been  all  combined  to  make  them  so.  In  them  there 
has  been  good  order  and  good  improvement. 

Your  Committee  most  sincerely  regrets  that  he  can- 
not make  the  same  report  concerning  every  school  of 
which  he  has  had  the  superintendence  ;  and  that  he 
has  not  had  the  ability  to  prevent  occurrences  which 
all  will  regard  as  unfortunate.  Pie  does  not  feel  war- 
ranted in  uttering  severe  animadversions  upon  the 
conduct  of  Teachers,  scholars,  or  parents.  Probably 
no  class  has  been  so  happy  as  to  commit  no  error ; 
and  the  Superintending  Committee  would  not  inti- 
mate that  his  efforts  have  always  been  free  from  im- 
perfection. But  as  it  is  beyond  dispute,  that  there 
exists  among  as  a  strong  desire  to  see  the  rising  gen- 
eration take  a  high  position,  both  intellectually  and 
morally,  it  may  be  hoped,  that  the  future  will  be  an 
improvement  upon  the  past. 

x\ll  experience  most  convincingly  proves,  that  the 
selection  of  Teachers  by  Prudential  Committees,  is  a 
duty  of  great  importance.  To  hire  Teachers  simply 
because  the}'  can  be  obtained  for  low  wages,  although 


they  are  required  to  pass  the  scrutiijy  of  a  Stlperir?- 
tending  Committee^  iy  decldediv  bad  policy.  And 
equally  important  is  it,  thut  parents  feel  their  respon-^ 
sibility.  By  their  influence,  they  can  almost  make  a 
good  Teacher  of  a  poor  one,  or  a  poor  one  of  a  good 
one.  They  should  invariably  be  found  on  the  side  of 
order.  They  should  yisit  the  schools,  and  in  every 
way  give  encouragement  to  an  institution  which  is 
calculated  so  deeply  to  afiect  the  dearest  interests  of 
their  children. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  our  schools,  that  there  is  in 
them  a  large  proportion  of  scholars  who  are  qualified 
to  attend  to  the  higher  branches  with  profit,  and  who 
may  be  expected  to  become  highly  successful  Teach- 
ers. Algebra  and  Fliydology  are  becoming  common 
studies,  perhaps  too  much  to  the  exclusion  of  Natural 
Fldlosophy ,  History  takes  a  prominent  place.  Com- 
position, Declamation  and  Music,  are  contributing  large- 
ly to  the  interest  of  the  schools,  and  to  the  improT^ 
ment  of  the  young  people  among  us,  "We  have  ako 
liad  students  in  Book-Keeping  and  in  Latin. 

It  is  evident  that  we  now  have  in  our  schools,  too 
great  a  variety  of  books.  The  BihUj  EusselFs  and 
Town's  Readers,  Leonard's  and  Kussell's  Spelling  Books, 
Adams's,  Colburn's,  Emerson's  and  Holbrook's  Arith- 
metics, Smith's  a.nd  Mitchell's  Geographies,  Wells's  and 
Weld's  Gra7mnar§y  Day's  Algehra,  Cutter's  Physiology, 
Goodrich's  History  U.  S.,  and  Adams's  Bool-Keeping^ 
with  a  few  others  occasionally  met  with,  make  up  the 
list. 

It  is  probably  known  to  the  town,  that  in  other 
places,  a  change  has  been  extensively  made,  particu- 
larly  in  reading  hooks.  In  relation  to  the  matter,  we 
are.  at  present  in  a  transition  state.  Your  committee 
has  declined  using  any  authority  in  regard  to  the  in- 
troduction of  new  books,  but  has  recommended  the 
adoption  of  Town's  Readers  and  Weld's  Grammar. — • 
This  he  has  done,  not  because  the  new  books  arc 
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thought  to  be  really  superior  to  the  old,  but  because 
the  old  have  become  familiar  and  in  some  measure 
uninteresting  to  the  scholars,  and  because  it  is  thought 
important  that  there  be  imiformify,  according  to  the 
design  of  the  State  Board  of  Education.  He  has  al- 
so been  encouraged  by  the  fact  that  the  books  recom- 
mended, can  be  obtained  in  exchange  for  those  that 
have  been  in  use,  at  much  less  than  the  usual  price. 
With  this  fact  in  view,  he  would  suggest  the  proprie- 
ty of  having  an  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  town 
on  the  subject  at  the  coming  Annual  meeeting. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  spirit  that  is  now  so  vig- 
orously bearing  forward  the  cause  of  Education  in  our 
country,  will  continue  to  be  carefully  cherished  among 
ns.  Not  only  in  furnishing  suitable  Teachers  and 
books,  but  in  making  school-houses  comfortable, health- 
ful and  attractive,  and  in  using  all  other  means  of 
conferring  the  blessing  of  a  cultivated  mind  upon  our 
children,  our  wisdom  and  our  generosity  cannot  be 
too  constantly  or  too  extensively  exhibited. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  LE  BOSQUET, 

Superintending  School  Committee. 

March  S,  ' 18.53. 


:fl  e  x»  o  iFt 

OF  THE 

if  lllif  lilil  liiiil  iiii! 

OF  THE  TOWN  OF  GREENFIELD, 
For  the  Year  ending  March  11,  1856. 

Your  Superintending  School  Committee,  having  been  througH 
the  course  of  duty  required  of  him  during  the  year  which  now 
conies  to  an  end,  would  respectfully  present  his  report.  Of  th& 
niariy  facts  that  hav3  coni^  undar  his  observation,  and  the  thoughts, 
that  have  been  suggested  to  his  mind,  he  would  endeavor,  as  brief-^ 
ly  as  possible,  to  state  the  most  important.  He  is  particularly 
gratified  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  interest  which  has  been  gener- 
ally felt  among  the  people,  on  the  subject  of  schools,  has  not  iii 
the  least  degree  dsclinsd.  On  the  concrary,  indications  of  a  health- 
ful increase  of  that  spirit  which  led  the  fathers  of  our  country  ta 
make  great  sacrifices  for  the  cause  of  education,  have  not  been  al- 
together wanting.  A  glance  at  the  schools  in  the  several  diatrictSj 
will  perhaps  confirm  such  a  statement. 

DISTRICT  NO.  1. 
Prudential  Committee,     >  (  Teacher, 

John  R.  Russell.       )         ,  (  Louisa  P.  Copp,  of  Nashua.. 

The  summer  and  winter  schools  in  this  district  may  be  consid- 
ered as  constituting  but  one  term,  as  there  was  only  an  interrup- 
tion of  three  weeks.  And  this  term  had  the  very  respectable 
length  of  seventeen  weeks, — ^an  iniprovement  upon  pas-t  years 
attributable  to  the  gratuitous  contribution  o-f  the  teacher*s  board 
hy  the  district.  And  the  character  of  the  school  was  quite  as 
gratifying  as  the  length  of  it.  The  scholars,  most  of  them  quit© 
5"oung,  were  kept  in  excellent  order,  and  made  good  improvement 
under  a  teacher  whose  scholarship,  dignity,  kindness,-  ansKi  devo-* 
tion  to  her  work,  detserve  the  highest  pfaise'. 

DISTRICT  NO.  % 
Prudential    Committee,  >  (       Teacher  in  Summer, 

RoBEKT  Blanchard.    y  I  Emma  Holt,  of  Lyndeboro*. 

This  teacher  deserves  much  praise  also,  for  the  efficiency  with 
which  she  employed  her  numerous  good  qualities  in  conducting 
this  school.  Her  scholars  were  attentive,  and  progressed  in  their 
studies  very  satisfactorily.  The  teacher's  board  was  contributed^ 
by  the  (Jistrict,  lengthening  the  term  to  ten  weeks. 
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Teacher  in  Winter, 
Feaxces  a.  Holt,  of  Lyndeboro'. 

This  school  did  not  go  off  with  much  eclat.  The  teacher  was 
young  and  inexperienced,  though  by  no  means  a  sinner  in  that 
respect;  and  your  committee  feels  it  his  duty  to  give  her  the  credit 
of  possessing  endowments  that  may  yet  develop  themselves  in 
much  usefulness,  and  of  having  unexceptionable  intentions.  If 
the  scholars  enlivened  the  wearisomen3S3  of  the  cold  days  with  a 
little  laughing,  we  must  not  hold  the  teacher  responsible  for  more 
than  her  share  of  the  evil.  Liaughing  in  school  is  a  crime  against 
good  order, — one  which  a  female  teacher  cannot  always  prevent, 
and  for  the  suppression  of  which  parental  authority  ought  to  be 
exercised.    The  term  was  eiglit  weeks  long. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 
Prudential  Committee,  l>        j        Teacher  in  Summer, 
William  Atheetox.  y         \  Mariam  M.  Holt,  of  Lyndeboro'. 

The  summer  school  in  No.  3,  was  in  every  respect  a  good  one. 
It  was  fifteen  weeks  long,  and  the  teacher  proved  herself  equal  to 
the  hard  task  of  instructing  and  controlling  almost  fifty  scholars 
of  various  ages,  for  that  length  of  time.  She  deserves  the  unqual- 
ified recomendation  of  being  a  kind,  laborious,  and  skillful  teacher. 

Winter  Teacher  of  First  Division, 
Joseph  Datis,  Esq.,  of  Hancock. 

It  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  this  district  was  permitted 
to  enjoy  the  services  of  this  able,  well-tried,  and  excellent  teacher. 
With  a  somewhat  large  number  of  scholars,  whose  average  age 
would  be  higher  than  ordinary,  and  whose  talents  and  previous 
training  were  above  mediocrity,  he  did  not  fail  to  see  that,  every 
day,  a  day's  work  was  done.  He  proved  that,  if  it  is  wished  that 
good  order  be  kept,  whether  the  scholars  are  roguishly  inclined  or 
not,  he  can  keep  it;  and  if  it  is  wished  that  the  scholars  be  conduct- 
ed straight  through  Arithmetic  and  Grammar,  and  other  studies, 
and  that  in  an  understanding  manner,  he  can  do  that.  The  schol- 
ars, as  well  as  the  teacher,  deserve  all  praise.  The  term  was  not 
quite  eight  weeks  in  length. 

Winter  Teacher  of  Second  Division, 
Emma  M.  Fersox,  of  Francestown, 
The  small  scholars  in  No.  3,  weje  also  favored  with  an  excel- 
lent teacher.    She  was  patient  and  indulgent,  and  yet  sufiiciently 
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'energetic  to  mike  the  exercise<^  of  the  school  go  on  in  a  lively 
manner;  and  with  the  best  results.    Term  eight  weeks. 

The  p3jple  in  this  district  daserve  tho  credit  of  being  satisfied 
with  sh  trt  scii'j)ls.    Why  do  th3y  n  >t  show  as  much  spirit  as  ma- 
ny oth?r  districts  do,  by  contributing  the  board  of  the  teacher,  and 
thus  lengthening  the  schools?    AVho  can  ansv/er  this  question? 
DISTRICT  NO.  4. 
Prudential  Committee,  ?  ^  Teacher, 

Natium  Russell.      )  ^  Susan  H.  Ransom,  of  Vt. 

There  h-is  been  but  one  term  in  this  district  the  past  year,  wliicli 
WAS  fifteen  weeks  in  length,  commencing  Auj.  13.  The  teacher 
has  fine  qualifications  for  conducting  any  school;  and  in  this  case 
•she  made  use  of  them  in  a  faithful  and  successful  manner.  The 
scholars  were  kept  in  order,  and  made  good  improvement. 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 
•Prudential  Committee,  }  \         Teacher  in  Summer, 

Oscar  Stiles.        \  (  J.  Abbie  Dennis,  of  Hancock. 

This  term  was  lengthened  out  to  fourteen  weeks  by  the  very  cred- 
itable exertions  of  the  people  of  the  district.  But  the  teacher  was  a 
beginner;  and  although  the  school  appeared  quite  well  at  its  close, 
yet  the  good  results  did  not  seem  to  correspond  with  the  length  of 
time  consumed  in  obtaining  them.  The  great  fault  probably  was 
that  the  excessive  amiabkncss  of  the  teacher,  had  the  effect  of  a 
want  of  energy.  Schools  will  not  generally  go  along  v/ell,  unless 
the  teacher  makes  them  do  so. 

Teacher  in  Winter, 
Sarah  C.  Kimball,  cf  Hancocks 
This  school  began  well;  and  as  provision  had  been  generously 
mxde  by  the  district  for  its  continuance  for  twelve  weeks,  every 
thing  gave  promise  of  a  harmonious  and  profitable  term;  although 
the  reflection  most  naturally  suggested  itself,  that   this  teacher 
must  be  remarkably  good  for  a  long  race  if  she  should  be  able,  after 
having  taught  this  school  so  many  times  before,  still  to  interest 
anl  benefit  the  scholars  in  the  highest  degree.    Trouble  arose:  on3 
of  the  young  gentlomen  in  the  school  proved  rUher  too  eccentric 
for  good  order,  and(as  evils  scarcely  ever  come  singly,)  a  suspicion 
indulged  by  some  that  the  teacher  was  not  strictly  impartial,  in- 
creased the  diffiGulty,  and  finally  somo  of  the  scholars  vacated 
their  places  in  the  school-room.     That  any  should  leave  tho 
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•sckool,  is  much  to  be  regretted;  for  in  that  way  they  injure  them- 
selves, depriving  themselves  of  the  benefit  that  can  always  be  ob- 
tained even  from  the  poorest  teacher,  and  also  taking  away  from 
the  superintending  committee  the  means  of  judging  accurately  of 
the  merits  of  either  teacher  or  scholars.  That  the  school  appeared 
well  at  the  close,  must  be  said  without  reserve.  And  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  teacher  ought  to  be  recommended  for  having  good 
intentions  a^d  no  very  infer^pr  qualifications. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 
Priidential  Committee,  >  (  Teacher, 
Jesse  Cud  worth.  J  \  Abby  J.  Bqutavell,  Lyndeboro'. 
As  Usual  there  has  been  but  one  term  in  this  district  the  past 
year,  which  commenced  Nov.  12,  and  was  ten  weeks  long.  Though 
small  in  number,  this  school  belongs  to  the  first  class,  whether  the 
order,  th3  improveinant,  or  tha  character  of  the  teacher,  be  con- 
sidered. Dignified  as  a  judge,  and  well  qualified  in  every  re- 
spect, the  teacher  gave  excellent  satisfaction. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 
Prudential  Committee,  >  (  Teacher  in  Summer, 

Levi  S.  Holt.        )  (    Martha  E.  LeBosquet. 

Tl^is  school,  which  was  ten  weeks  in  length,  went  along  with  per- 
fect harn^ony.  The  scholars  were  orderly,  and  commendably  stu- 
dious; an4  the  recitations  at  the  close  were  highly  creditable. 

Teacher  in  Winter, 
He^^ry  Marden,  of  New  Boston. 
This  school  was  second  to  none  in  town  for  good  order  and  im- 
provement. The  teacher,  though  young,  and  not  a  giant  in  stat- 
nre,  proved  himself  a  man,  in  scholarship,  sound  judgment,  and 
stern  decision.  The  term  was  nine  weeks  in  length,  and  not  an 
hour  of  the  time  was  lost;  so  that  the  people  received  an  ample 
Return  for  the  contribution  of  the  teacher's  board,  which  is  an  e%'- 
idence  usually  given  by  them,  of  their  interest  in  schools, 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

Prudential  Committee,  \  <  Teacher, 

Miles    Robinson.     )  ^  Abigail  Ttjttle  of  Hancock. 

The  summer  and  winter  terms  in  this  district,  were  seperated 
'only  by  a  short  vacation,  were  taught  by  the  same  teacher,  and, 
together,  made  a  term  of  thirteen  weeks.  The  teacher,  with  qual- 
ifications of  more  than  a  ro.edium  character,  and  an  equable  tern- 
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par.imsnt,  yat  (lid  mt  succGod  in  securing  the  unanimDus  goo  I 
will  of  tli2  wlule  district.  The  dissatisfaction  felt  by  som?,  oc- 
casioned most  sincere  regret  to  the  superintending  committee,  and 
he  is  disposed  to  attribute  it  more  to  an  unhappy  misunderstanding 
than  to  any  unamiable  spirit  on  either  side.  The  school  made  a 
good  exhibition  of  itself  at  its  close. 

DISTRICT  NO.  9. 
Prudential  Committee,  )  (        Teacher  in  Summer, 

liuFus  Hardy.       )  (  O.  Augusta   Boardma^n*,  of 

Francestown. 

Here  was  another  young  teacher:  young  like  some  that  have 
been  named,  in  gravity  and  in  energy.  Let  her  have  the  credit, 
however,  of  working  for  cheap  wages,  if  she  did  cheap  work. 
She  labored  six  weeks  for  fifty  cents  less  (besides  her  board,)  than 
a  member  of  Congress  receives  for  a  single  day.  An.l  we  may 
well  believe  that  she  will  not  always  continue  yourg,  and  that 
her  age  will  be  no  more  sure  to  increase,  than  will  her  excellencs 
and  success  as  a  teacher.  By  no  means  was  the  school  without 
benefit  to  the  scholars.  Most  of  the  scholars  in  this  district,  will 
learn  whether  they  have  a  teacher  ot  not. 

Teacher  in  Winter, 
S.  Francis  Peayey. 

This  teacher  belongs  to  our  own  town.  To  say  this  with  a  tri- 
fle of  ingenuous  pride,  can  do  no  harm.  As  was  the  case  last  winter^ 
she  made  this  school,  (of  course  with  the  co-operation  of  firgt-rate 
scholars,)  appear  like  a  beautiful  dahlia  in  full  bloom,  in  a  fiel^ 
of  snow. 

No  district  goes  before  this,  although  the  number  of  people  ih 
comparatively  srjiall,  in  making  voluntary  sacrifices  for  the  pro-? 
iongation  of  the  schools.  It  is  the  invariable  custom  to  furnish 
the  teacher's  board  and  the  fuel  gratuitously.  Last  year,  the  winte 
terrii  (reported  five  by  mistake,)  was  nine  weeks  long:  this  year  it 
was  eight. 

DISTRICT  NO.  10. 
Prudential  Committee,    >  i     Teacher  in  Summer, 

John  D.  Butler.      )  \   Mary  J.  Dtjijcklee. 

This  school  was  also  a  good  one,  and  tryught  by  another  of  our 
own  teachers — a  growing  one,  of  whom  much  usefulness  is  expec- 
ted. The  teacher  and  scholars  alike  did  themselves  honor,  by  the 
maintenance  of  good  order,  and  by  si^ccGSsful  devotion  to  study. 
The  term  was  six  weeks  in  length. 
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Teichcr  in  Winter, 
Ma  ry  a.  Li  Ijosquf.t. 
This  school  hns  :  ct  yot  cIosgJ.  It  is  prog-rossin.?  h  irnionioii?- 
ly.  Nothing  has  occurred,  so  far  as  the  supcrintendinu;  ^committee 
is  informed,  either  in  regard  to  the  teacher  or  tho  scholaT>;,  to  dis- 
courage the  hope  that  the  term  will  be  highly  useful.  It  is  ex- 
pected to  be  nine  weeks  in  length. 

DISTRICT  NO.  f  1. 
Prudential    Committee,  }  \  Teacher, 

Luke  Felcii.         ^  ^PersisJ.  Hautsiiohx. 

The  scholars  in  this  school  were  all  somewh  it  young,  and  thoir 
number  w^as  small.  But  considering  that  thi.s  was  the  teacher's 
first  experience,  ard  that  she  had  to  contend  with  the  disadvaiilage 
of  having  only  scholars  enough  to  make  about  one  good  class,  ev- 
ery thing  went  on  finely.  It  is  believed  that  good  order  was  p-re- 
served,  and  good  improvement  made.  The  term  w^as  eight  week's 
in  length. 

This  brief  survey,  it  is  believed,  affords  much  reason  for  con- 
gratulation; the  unfavorable  circumstances  revealed,  b3ing  only 
'Occasional,  and  of  comparatively  small  magnitude.  And  although 
we  often  regret  that  the  educational  privileges  of  the  risnig  gen- 
eration among  us  are  no  greater,  yet,  when  we  view  with  candor 
the  actual  result,  of  the  privileges  which  are  enjoyed,  we  cannot 
%e  disheartened.  Many  of  our  young  people  love  study:  many 
'of  them  understand  Arithmetic,  G^-ammar,  and  the  other  common, 
^vith  some  of  the  higher  branches,  xoell:  and  among  them  the 
'number  who  are  quite  accomplished  in  penmanship,  is  uncommon- 
dy  large.  Many  have  attended  high  schools  at  home  or  abroad, 
-and  we  are  at  this  moment  furnishing  a  very  respectable  quota  of 
/scholars  for  the  Academy  in  Francestown. 

Among  the  evidences  of  an  increasing  interest,  is  the  frequen- 
'cy  with  which  scholars  are  sent  to  school  in  other  districts  when 
■'their  own  schools  are  not  in  session,  and  in  some  instances  to  a 
very  considerable  distance.  The  spirit  of  accommodation  which 
prevails  in  reference  to  this  practice,  cannot  be  too  highly  com- 
mended, or  too  sacredly  cherished.  By  having  an  eye  upon  this 
point,  and  as  far  as  pr  icticablc-,  hiiving  the  schools  in  the  differ- 
•cnt  districts  occupy  different  portions  of  the  year,  <ve  may  secuTe 
many  of  the  advantages  of  the  grading  system,  and  such  as  would 
result  from  an  enlargement  of  the  districts. 

A  private  school  of  five  weeks,  was  kept  in  the  spring  by  Miss 
H.  A.  Savage:  another  for  a  short  time  in  the  I'all  by  Miss  M.  A. 
LeBosquet:  and  another  of  five  weeks,  tvhich  has  just  closed,  has 
''been  kept. by  Miss  S.  F.  Pcavey, — all  in  school-house  No.  3;  aU 
with  good  results,  and  all  showing  that  the  people  see  the  impor- 
tance of  providing  the  best  intellectual  privileges  for  their  chil- 
■dren. 


In  alliilin^  to  tlu  clrciim3t;inc.\s  tliat  show  a  healthful  niont  il 
r.c'livity  in  oui'  commuiMt y,  the  Ltjccum  Avhicli  h  is  been  so  well 
f^ustained  in  the  centre  of  the  town  the  pist  winter,  ought  not  t  y 
be  passed  by  in  silence.  Though  at  first  mom  particularly  cjn- 
nected  with  the  schools,  miny  of  th-e  older  p^^ople  h  ive  participa- 
ted in  its  exercises,  and  we  have  h  id  specimens  of  public  speak- 
ing,— debates,  dialogues  and  declamatians, — and  of  composition, 
(these  last  generally  from  the  young  ladies.) which  show  that  we 
have  talent  among  us,  of  whicli  wj  need  n  jt  be  ashamed. 

In  this  report  nothing  has  been  s.id  upon  the  condition  of  tlie 
school-/?oiise5,  for  the  reason  tliat  it  is  supposed  that  the  subject  is 
already  in  agitation  in  those  districts  where  improvement  is  calletl 
for.  On  this  subject,  as  well  as  others,  the  County  School  Com.- 
mipsioncr,  Jona.  Tcnney  Esq  ,  in  his  annual  address,  gave  us  some' 
very  appropriate  suggestions.  [Ihe  Superintending  Committee 
would  say,  however,  that  when  in  passing  through  town,  he  has 
i^ecn  school-house  doors  open,  and  window-blinds  swinging  in  the 
wind,  (the  schools  not  being  in  session,)  he  has  reflected  upon  the. 
importance  of  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  Prudential  Committees,.. 

The  office  of  Prudential  Committee,  is  not  an  insignificant  one. 
In  employing  a  teacher,  those  who  fill  it,  may  take  a  step  which 
may  prove  unhappy  in  its  consequences,  in  spite  of  the  vigilance 
of  the  Superintending  Committee.  There  ought  to  be  some  delib- 
eration, and  consultation,  sometimes  perhaps  with  the  Superinten- 
ding Committee,  previous  to  a  final  engagement. 

The  truth  can  never  become  antiquated,  that  our  commoiL 
schools  are  a  chief  object  of  interest  to  parents,  philanthropists, 
patriots  and  christians.  In  them  we  have  an  efficient  safeguard 
for  liberty,  and  in  them  tyranny  must  ever  find  a  redoubtable  foe. 
In  our  land,  there  rises  up  from  them  a  sturdy  growth  of  charac- 
ter, from  which  are  hewn  out  the  pillars  of  the  state  and  of  the 
church.  By  defending  them  and  making  sacrifices  for  them,  we 
are  laying  deep  the  foundations  of  hope,  for  our  country,  and  for 
the  world. 

While  he  is  not  insensible  to  the  honor  of  having  been  calledi 
for  several  years  in  succession,  to  occupy  so  responsible  a  position 
in  relation  to  the  schcols  of  the  town,  and  aware  that  he  cannot 
disclaim  all  imperfection  in  the  performance  of  its  duties,  this  re-^ 
port  is  by  the  subscriber, 

Most  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  LeBOSQUET, 

Supg  Sch.  CommiHee.. 

Greenfield,  March  11,  1856. 
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REPORT. 


StjPERINTENDING    SCHOOL  COMMITTEE> 

FOR  THE 

TOWN    OF  GREENFIELD, 
POR  THE  YEAR  EJVDmG  MARCH  10,  1857. 


Your  Superintending  School  Committee  presents  his  annual 
report  with  unmingled  pleasure.  He  may  say  as  much  as  this 
with  the  greatest  propriety,  for  tlie  reason  that  it  is  his  duty  to 
supervise  and  give  an  account  Of  what  others  have  done,  rather  than 
what  he  has  done  himself;  and  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
what  others  have  done  in  reference  to  the  Schools  of  the  town  du- 
ring the  past  year,  has  been  done  in  the  very  best  manner.  Pru- 
dential Committees,  Teachers,  and  Parents,  have  acted  their  part 
so  as  to  secure  the  richest  returiis  for  the  funds  expended,  ilnd  eve- 
ry thing  has  been  peacefully,  pleasantly,  and  energetically  done. 
And,  the  Superintending  Committee  only  makes  the  profession  of 
having  perfornled  his  duties  according  to  the  best'  of  his  ability.  Tu 

DISTRICT  No.  1,  , 
Mr.  H.  S.  Low  has  managed  the  prudential  concerns,  and  Miss 
Frances  B.  Rrynolds  has  been  employed  as  teacher  for  both 
terms.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  general  opinion,  that  a  teacher  will 
be  less  likely  to  be  successful  if  he  has  been  trained  up  in  the 
same  district  with  his  scholars,  and  has  been  the  intimate  acquain- 
tance of  some  of  those  whom  he  is  called  to  instruct,  than  if  he 
were  a  stranger.  But  Miss  Reynolds,  and  as  many  as  five  or  six 
others  who  have  taught  in  town  during  the  year  past,  have  done 
that  which  is  exactly  calculated  to  render  such  an  opinion  obso- 
lete. They  hate  succeeded  well  in  iheir  own  districts ;  a  circum- 
stance that  is  much  more  honorable  to  all  concerned  than  would 
be  the  admission  that  scholars  must  be  either  dolts,  buffoons,  or 
furies,  if  they  happen  to  be  acquainted  with  the  teacher.  The 
teacher  in  this  district  performed  her  task  in  an  unassuming  and 
quiet  way,  and  deserves  much  credit.  At  the  close  of  the  Sum- 
liier  term,  the  classes  had  made  good  improvement,  and  the  School 
appeared  to  have  been  kept  in  good  order.    There  was  a  misun- 


derstanding  about  tlie  time  of  closing  tlie  Winter  term,  and  your 
committee  was  not  present;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  results 
were  highly  satisfactory. 

DISTRICT  No.  2. 

Mr.  Reuben  Button  has  performed  the  services  of  prudential 
committee.  The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Bovvers.  It  was  in  every  r/ay  worthy  of  the  superior  cultivation 
of  the  teacher,  and  the  good  reputation  of  the  scholars.  The 
scholars  were  of  the  right  ages  to  class  well,  and  the  excellent  in- 
struction given  was  received  with  the  greatest  profit.  The  exer- 
cises in  ^ram?7iar  were  very  fine,  and  a  paper  of  much  merit,  \ta3 
readj  at  the  close  of  the  term.    The  order  was  also  very  good. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Hattie  Richardson. — 
For  this  teacher  we  are  indebted  to  Lyndeboro'.  She  was  well 
qualified,  attentive  to  her  business,  and  efficient  in  keeping  order. 
The  exercises  on  the  closing  day  gave  conclusive  eviJ.ence  that 
neither  the  teacher  nor  the  scholars  had  misimproved  their  time. 
Among  them,  were  very  perfect  recitations  in  the  common  branch- 
es, and  specimens  cf  composition  and  declamation. 

DISTRICT  No.  3. 

Mr.  John  Cudwoeth  was  the  prudential  committee.  The 
Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Abby  J.  Boutwell.  For  this 
teacher  also,  v/e  are  indebted  to  Lyndeboro'.  We  were  much 
obliged  for  her  acceptable  labors  the  previous  Winter,  and  were 
glad  to  have  her  with  us  again.  We  had  the  hard  work  to  do  of 
managing  this  large  school,  and  she  was  the  one  to  do  it.  She  is 
well  qualified  in  every  respect,  but  excels  especially  in  reading. 
^'Fidelity"  is  her  motto,  and  she  cannot  be  induced  to  disregard 
it  even  by  the  inattention  and  ingratitude  of  her  pupils.  As 
would  be  expected,  this  term  was  characterized  by  order,  dili- 
gence and  improvement. 

For  the  Winter  term,  the  scholars  in  this  districtVvere,  as  usual, 
formed  into  tv/^  divisions.  The  second  division  was  taught  by 
Miss  Boutwell,  and  v/ith  the  same  success  as  in  the  Summed 
term.  As  in  the  Summer,  the  teacher  exerted  a  powerful  influ- 
ence over  her  pupils,  young  as  most  of  them  were.  Uncommon 
animation  and  precision  were  attained  by  the  reading  classes. 

The  first  division  of  the  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Mil- 
ton Dascomb.  This  school  might  almost  be  denominated  an  *Mc' 
ademy.  The  number  of  advanced  scholars  was  quite  large,  and 
they  had  an  advanced  teacher  to  lead  them  straight  on  in  building 
e^va  up  the  superstructure  of  &m  accomplished  education  and  an  exal-* 
ted  character.  Both  the  teaching, and  the  learning  were  engaged  in 
in  a  business  like  manner,  and  the  results,  it  is  hoped,  will  show 
themselves  in  the  noble  achievements  and  extensive  usefulness  of 
those  who  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy  privileges  of  such  excel- 
lence. 


s 


DISTRICT  No.  4. 

Mr.  HezEkiah  George  was  prudential  committee.  The  Sum- 
mer term  was  taught  by  Miss  Eliza  H.  Spalding  of  Wilton.— 
She  has  many  excellencies  as  a  teacher.  Being  possessor  of  the 
teaching/acw%  in  an  eminent  degree,  she  gives  liveliness  to  the 
exercises  of  the  school-room,  keeps  order  without  difficulty,  and 
makes  every  effort  produce  some  good  effect.  This  school  appear- 
ed remarkably  well.  The  declamations,  and  other  miscellaneous 
exercises  on  the  closing  day,  were  very  good. 

The  Winter  term,  taught  by  Miss  Betsy  Lewis,  was  also  wor- 
thy of  unqualified  commendation.  Good  moral  instruction  was 
given,  good  order  and  kind  feeling  prevailed,  and  good  improve- 
ment was  the  result.  Declamations  &c.,  graced  the  close  of  the 
school.  This  teacher  has  had  much  experience,  and  has  earned 
au  excellent  reputation,  and  can  do  good  service  for  many  a  year 
to  come.  Her  example  might  remind  some  young  teachers  of  the 
warning,  "Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  his  harness  boast  himself 
as  he  that  putteth  it  off."  i  Kgs.  20:  11. 

DISTRICT  No.  5. 

Mr.  John  S.  R,amsey  acted  as  prudential  committee.  The 
Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Frances  M.  Kimball  of  Han- 
cock. This  teacher  was  a  beginner ;  but  she  was  sedate  and  in- 
dustrious ;  and  efficient  in  preserving  order  and  in  guiding  the 
young  minds  ct)mmitted  to  her  charge,  in  their  course  of  study 
and  of  improvement.  The  term  was  encouraging  to  the  teacher, 
profitable  to  the  scholars,  and  acceptable  to  all  concerned. 

The  Winter  term  commenced  only  a  week  or  two  since,  and  is 
progressing  in  a  happy  manner  «^nder  the  instruction  of  Miss  Eli- 
za H.  Spalding.  The  statistics  iii  the  table  are  copied  from  last 
ysar's  report. 

DISTRICT  No.  6. 

Mr.  Jesse  Cudworth  was  prudential  committee.  The  teach- 
er, Mr.  Samuel  G.  Hartshorn,  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  district, 
and  has  been  heretofore  one  of  the  members  of  the  School.  He 
had  never  taught  before,  and  the  school  was  so  small  as  to  make 
some  effort  necessary  to  produce  a  reasonable  amount  of  vivacity 
and  interest.  But  this  disadvantage  was  counterbalanced  by  the 
studiousness  and  correct  demeanor  of  the  scholars.  The  teacher 
acquitted  himself  in  an  unexceptionable  manner,  and  this  honora- 
ble beginning  of  Ibe  career,  makes  bright  his  prospects  of  future 
usefulness.    The  scholars  also  deserve  much  credit. 

DISTRICT  No.  7. 
The  services  of  prudential  committee  were  performed  by  Mr. 
James  Lewis.     The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Betsy 
I^E"\Tis,  and^  (although  in  her  own  district,)  with  her  usual  excel- 
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lent  success.  The  scholars  made  good  improvement  in  the  com-, 
mon  branches  ;  good  order  was  preserved,  and  the  teacher  showed 
her  ability  at  once  to  economize  time  and  interest  and  benefit  her 
pupils,  by  introdacing  a  series  of  lessons  in  Natural  Philosophy, 
adapted  to  youthful  capacities, which  must  hare  been  highly  useful. 

The  Winier  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  William  D.  Stearns  of 
Amherst.  The  teacher  was  a  modest,  well-intentioned  young 
gentleman,  who  had  never  taught  before,  but  who  only  needs  ex- 
perience to  make  hini  a  highly  useful  laborer  in  this  branch  of  ser- 
vice. Some  of  the  scholars,  it  may  be  remarked,  are  capable  of 
being  a  little  sportive,  if  they  only  had  the  disposition,  and  are 
more  than  of  a  medium  character  in  regard  to  talents  and  at- 
tainments. But  at  the  close,  your  committee  felt  satisfied  that 
the  term  had  been  as  orderly,  pleasant,  and  profitable,  as  could 
have  been  reasonably  expected,  and  he  felt  disposed  to  give  to  all, 
the  praise  of  having  done  well. 

DISTRICT  No.  8. 
Mr.  James  Robertson  was  prudential  committee.  Both  terms 
were  taught  by  Miss  Ann  A.  Dales,  who  belongs  to  the  district 
and  was  previously  one  of  its  scholars.  She  is  quiet  and  unassu- 
ming in  her  manner  of  conducting  school  exerdses,  and  on  that 
Hcc  unt  none  the  less  acceptable  and  successful.  She  makes  no 
mistakes  in  the  important  branches  of  Arithmetic  and  Grammar, 
and  is  in  all  respects  a  good  teacher.  Under  ker  care,  this  school- 
made  highly  commendable  progress,  and  sustained  its  good  repu- 
tation. 

DISTRICT  No.  9. 

Mr.  Ira  Straw  attended  to  the  prudential  affairs.  The  Sum,-, 
mer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Maria  L.  Baldwin.  She  too, 
was  called  to  teach  those  amang  whom  she  had  previously  been  a, 
scholar.  But  with  her  good  sense,  winning  manners,  and  suffi- 
cient knowledge,  she  found  no  difficulty  in  maintaining  order,  and 
proving  herself  highly  useful  to  her  pupils.  The  pupils  also  were 
faithful  to  their  privileges  and  their  good  reputation. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  A.  J.  Boutwell,  who 
had  previously  so  well  established  her  reputation  as  a  teacher  in 
our  schools.  In  this  school,  she  made  untiring  exertions,  and  ex- 
hibited inexhaustible  patience  in  endeavoring  to  carry  to  the  high- 
est perfection  the  art  in  which  she  so  truly  excels, — the  art  of 
reading.  And  these  exertions  were  not  without  their  desired  re- 
sult. In  other  respects,  this  school,  (which  has  so  often  compelled 
the  superintending  committee  to  speak  in  its  praise,)  made  steady 
and  sure  advancement. 

DISTRICT  No.  10. 
The  prudential  arrangements  were  attended  to  by  Mr.  Frank-, 
LIN  C.  Fletcher.    In  the.  SMmnier  Miss  Harriet  A.  Bovir- 
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EES  was  emploj-ed  as  teacher.  She,  too,  had  the  task  to  perfom^ 
of  winning  her  laurels  at  home,  in  her  own  district.  But  no  ill 
success  was  to  be  the  result  of  her  endeavors.  Sho  devoted  her 
ample  qualifications  to  her  work,  and,  though  noiseless  in  her 
course  as  the  planets  are  in  theirs,  her  scholars  did  not  pass  the 
days  of  this  term  under  her  guidance  without  general  improve^ 
inent  in  their  whole  character,  or  particular  improvement  in  the 
several  branches  of  study  pursued. 

The  Winter  term,  taught  by  Mr.  Charles  S.  Eaton  of  Wash- 
ington, was  productive  of  rich  fruits,  although  limited  to  five 
weeks.  The  teacher  was  endowed  with  superior  mental  qualifica- 
tions, whichj  with  the  kind  and  gentlemanly  spirit  manifested  by 
hii?!  at  all  times  towards  his  pupils,  made  sure  his  success.  The 
school  was  of  a  mixed  character,  there  being  scholars  in  at-, 
tendance  from  several  other  districts ;  and  the  classes  were  nu-. 
merous,  making  the  teacher's  task  the  more  difficult.  But  it  was 
a  flourishing  school.  Without  mentioning  the  good  order  and 
other  particulars,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  every  thing  went  on 
^nely, 

DISTRICT  No.  11. 

Scarcely  can  it  be  said  that  there  has  been  a  school  in  this  dis- 
trict the  past  year.  And  yet  to  say  that  there  has  been  none, 
would  be  doing  quite  an  injustice  to  Mr.  Luke  Felch.  Being  the 
pnly  man  who  wanted  a  school  in  the  district,  he  manifested  an 
enterprising  spirit  by  sustaining  one  for  nine  weeks  in  his  own 
family.  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Felch  was  the  teacher,  and  she  occu- 
pied the  post  in  a  womanly  manner,  and  much  to  the  advantage  of 
her  pupils.  It  may  be  added,  that  circumstances  have  so  changecl 
in  district  No.  11,  that  there  witl  be  no  occasion  for  a  school  there 
again  at  present;,  and  that  perhaps  some  action  should  be  taken  by 
the  town  in  regard  to  it. 

If  on  reading  this  brief  view  of  what  our  schools  have  been  for. 
the  year  past^  any  should  seem  to  discover  in  it  little  else  than  a 
monotonous  bestowment  of  commendation,  your  committee  v^ould 
only  offer  the  remark  in  defence  that  he  has  had  Uttle  else  than 
commendation  to  bestow,.  And  he  would  say  that  while  the 
teachers  have  so  generally  merited  approbation,  he  is  proud  to 
recognize  &q  large  a  proportion  of  them  as  inhabitants  of  our  own 

In  addition  to  their  interest  in  ordinary  school  exercises,  our 
young  people,  with  many  of  the  older  class,  have  during  the  past 
winter,  as  heretofore,  exhibiteJ  a  praiseworthy  taste  for  literary 
pursuits  in  vigorously  sustaining  a  Lyceum.  The  exercises  of  this, 
institution  must  have  done  much  to  aid  them  in  acquiring  the  abil- 
iity  to  write  out  their  thoughts  and  to  speak  in  public  .vith  facili- 
ty..   We  pannot  ovorestiniatethe  imjportan9e^  Qf  si;cl\  at^ainiftents. 
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At  tlie  same  time  it  ma)^  not  be  hazardous  to  threw  out  the  sug- 
gestion, that  there  may  be  danger  of  having  too  much  of  exhila- 
ration connected  with  our  pursuit  of  knowledge.  Young  people 
should  not  forget  that  they  cannot  trust  to  lyceuras  or  even  schools, 
for  the  whole  of  their  education.  They  must  study,  and  that 
with  their  own  good  will  only  for  a  master  ;  they  must  hold  com- 
munion with  pjnderous  volumes  of  history,  and  especially  v/ith  the 
Bible,  that  highest  and  purest  fountain  of  knowledge  ;  they  must 
pass  long  hours  in  retirsnient, — if  they  would  by  and  by  let  the 
world  know  what  powers  of  mind  they  possess. 

And  this  last  thought  calls  forth  the  reflection,  that  we  greatly 
need  a  town  library,  for  the  supply  of  the  urgent  wants  of  our 
youth.  If  in  making  his  will,  some  one  of  the  monied  men  of  the 
town  would  pour  the  light  of  his  benevolence  upon  this  dark  spot  ; 
— or  still  bet;er,  if  he  would  do  it  before  he  has  occasion  to  make 
his  will,  doubtless  that  light  would  constitute  a  halo  of  glory 
around  his  grave  that  centuries  could  not  extinguish. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  a  private  school  was  taught  in  the 
centre  district,  hy  Mrss  S.  Frances  Peavey,  which  was  of  much 
benefit ;  and  a  high-school  was  taught  iti  the  Autumn  by  Mr.  Al- 
fred N.  Hardy  which  was  in  every  respect  of  the  highest  order. 

The  recent  visit  cf  the  county  commissioner,  Jonathan  Ten- 
NEY,  Esq.,  at  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  teachers  and  schol- 
ars of  the  town  met  in  convention  at  the  town  haU,  was  quite  re- 
freshing. The  address  of  the  commissioner  was  full  of  practical 
and  useful  suggestions,  and  will  be  long  remembered,  and  doubt» 
less  prove  greatly  beneficial. 

Your  committee  must  once  more  call  attention  to  the  condition 
of  the  school-bowses.  In  several  of  the  districts  they  are  by  no 
means  suitable  for  tiieir  high  purpose.  It  is  to  be  hoped  thafc 
when  another  cold  winter  comes,  our  school-children  will  find 
their  accommodations  greatly  improved. 

In  regard  to  the  duties  of  prudential  committees,  one  word  may 
be  said.  It  is  their  reliance  upon  the  power  which  the  law  places 
in  the  hands  of  the  sup ey^nt ending  committee,  that  is  referred  to. 
Xhat  power,  all  will  admit,  should  be  used  with  much  discretion, 
as,  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  new  text-books,  &c.  And, 
whem  a  teacher  has  been  employed  to  take  charge  of  a  certain 
school,  and  especially  if  employed  at  a  low  rate,  it  ought  to  be 
taken  for  granted  on  all  hands  that  that  teacher  is  sufficiently 
well  fitted  for  his  duties  ;  and  the  superintending  committee  can- 
not be  expected  to  dismiss  him  without  a  certificate  unless  he  is 
evidently  deficient  in  ordinary  qualifications.  At  least,  your 
present  committee  would  be  slow  to  undertake  the  duties  of  the 
office  if  he  were  obliged  to  send  away  every  teacher  who  might  be 
in  danger  of  failing  answer  immediately  every  question  that 
may  be  put  to  him  by  some  advanced  or  some  captious  scholar.— 
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It  may  be  truly  said,  that  -every  teacher  should  be  thorougiily 
versed  in  all  the  common  school  branches  of  study.  But  it  ought 
to  be  no  secret  that  not  one  in  ten  of  the  teachers  generally  em- 
ployed, are  so  ;  and  those  that  are  perfect,  cannot  possibly  be  ob- 
tained at  the  prices  usually  paid.  So  thiuS  matter  is  plain.  Pru= 
dential  committees  need  to  have  no  difficulty  in  regard  to  it.  If 
there  are  scholars  to  be  provided  for  who  need  a  high-school 
teacher,  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  make  a  decision  upon  the 
question  whether  it  is  practicable  with  the  means  possessed,  to  ob- 

Happy  in  seeing  the  schools  of  the  town  in  a  State  so  pros- 
perous, and  in  seeing  that  the  people  feel  an  interest  which  prom- 
ises to  make  them  so  in  time  to  come,  the  subscriber  respectfully 
submits  this  report.  JOHN  LeBOSQUET, 

Superintending  School  Committee. 

Greenfield,  March  2,  1857. 


List  of  Books  used  in  the  Schools. 
Reading. — Town's  Series. 
Spelling. — Russell's  and  Leonard's, 
Arithmetic. — Adams,  Greenleaf,  Colbiirn  and  Holbrook. 
Geography/. — Smith's  Quarto,  Mitchell's  Intermediate  and  Fii- 
mary,  and  Fitch  and  Colton. 

Crmmwar.— Weld's  Grammar  and  Parsing-Book. 
U.  S.  History. — Goodrich. 
Physiology. — Cutter. 

Other  Branches. — Robinson's  Algebra,  Johnston's  Philosophy, 
Watts  on  the  Mind,  Ackerman's  Natural  History,  Webster's  and 
Worcester's  Dictionaries,  Fitch  and  Colton's  Physical  Geography,- 
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It  seems  to  be  the  general  expectation,  not  only  that  a  Su- 
perintending School  Committee  will  perfonn  the  duty  of  exam- 
ining teachers,  and  watching  over  the  general  interests  of  the 
schools,  but  that  the  same  committee  will  act  as  an  authorized 
scholastic  critic^  his  pencil  being  both  a  sceptre  of  power  and 
an  instrument  with  which  to  gather  together  the  doings  of  pa- 
rents, Prudential  Committees,  teachers  and  scholars,  and  in  the 
mass  to  make  a  due  separation  between  the  precious  and  the 
vile. 

But  the  critic  has  an  ungracious  task  to  perform  :  he  has  to 
deal  with  minds  of  Avhose  real  merits,  whose  tenderest  sensibil- 
ities, and  highest  interests,  he  cannot  have  an  accurate  knowl- 
edge :  no  one  can  have  a  better  opportunity  to  make  a  display 
of  his  own  pretended  wisdom,  while  no  one  is  more  liable  to 
commit  the  gravest  errors:  his  .work  is  not  often  done  without 
the  infliction  of  cruel  wounds.  Under  his  reign^  the  poet  of 
modern  times,  hoAvever  great  his  merits,  must  be  repeatedly  re- 
minded that  he  does  not  ec|ual  Milton  or  Homer  :  the  painter  of 
tlie  present  day  nmst  be  told  that  he  cannot  expect  to  share  the 
honors  of  Raphael  or  Michael  Angelo : — while  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  both  the  poet  and  the  painter  are  quite  excusable  in 
not  considering  themselves  as  thus  favored  with  any  real  infor- 
mation. It  seems  to  be  the  work  of  the  critic,  in  a  very  great 
degree,  to  point  out  deficiencies  ;  to  tell  what  men  are  not^  quite 
as  much  as  to  tell  what  tliey  are. 

These  remarks  apply  even  to  the  one  to  whom  the  people  look 
for  an  annual  summary  of  the  movements  of  the  cause  of  j^ri- 
mary  education,  and  who  may  be  called  the  critic  of  schools.-^ 
He  is  exi'>ected  to  tell  wliat  has  not  been  done,  and  especially 
perhaps  to  accommodate  the  teachers  with  the  ominous  assur- 
ance that  they  are  7iot  equal  to  tlie  great  masters  of  science  in 
ancient  or  modern  times. 

But  your  committee  for  the  year  now  ending,  must  readily 
plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of  distaste  for  the  performance  of  his 
duty  in  this  particular  manner.  He  is  ratlier  disposed  duly  to 
take  into  account  the  difiiculties  with  which  teachers  have  to 
contend,  and  to  take  the  most  favorable  view  of  the  circumstan- 
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ces  connected  w  ith  tlieir  labors  and  their  success.  Kot  having 
prepared  liiniself  for  the  ta.sk  of  speaking  of  the  teachers  and 
their  schools,  by  sharpening  his  pen  or  dipping  it  in  bitterness, 
as  if  he  were  anxious  to  cause  wounds  and  pain,  he  would  say, 
that,  most  generally,  our  schools  have  prospered  diiring  the  past 
year.  Our  teachers  have  been  competent,  diligent5.and  success- 
ful ;  and  such  has  been  the  co-operation  of  parents  and  others, 
in  the  great  work  of  promoting  the  improvement  of  the  rising 
generation,  that  we  may  look  back  upon  what  has  been  done 
Avith  almost  unmingled  satisfliction.  This  being  the  case,  it  is 
proper  that  the  remarks  that  may  be  made  in  relation  to  each 
.particular  district,  should  be  very  brief. 


DISTRICT  NO.  I. 

Me.  Henry  S.  Low,  Prudential  Committee.  Both  terms 
were  united  in  one,  taught  by  Miss  Ellen  W.  Stayner,  of 
Lyndeborough.  There  are  now  several  families  in  this  district 
that  are  families,  and  consequently  the  school  is  becoming  larger 
than  for  years  past :  and  it  presented,  at  its  last  session,  an  ap- 
pearance that  was  altogether  gratifying.  Good  order,  diligent 
study,  and  good  improvement,  all  under  the  direction  of  a  qui- 
^et,  alFectionate,  fnithfubteaeher,  made  it  worthy  of  unqualified 
praise. 

DISTRICT  IsrO.  II. 

'Mr.  John  Fletcher,  Prudential  Committee.  The  summer 
and  winter  terms  were  both  taught  By  Miss  Hattie  Richard- 
son. .She  is  equal  to  a  .certificate  of  good  character  for  our 
neighboring  town  of  Lyndeborough.  She  easily  gets  the  afiec- 
tions  of  her  pupils,  knows  how  to  help  them  and  lead  them 
along  in  tlieir  studies  in  a  rapid  and  thorough  manner,  nYid  fails 
jiot  to  confer  upon  them  the  greatest  amount  of  good.  The 
schools  in  this  district  were  in  every  respect  excellent. 

DISTRICT  NO.  TIL  ,  . 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Peavey,  Prudential  Committee.  This  dis- 
trict has  been  fortunate  in  the  s,election,of  its  teachers  for  the 
past  year.  The  sunmier  term  was  .taught  by  Miss  S.  Frances 
Peavey,  whose  established  reputation  was  fully  sustained.  The 
winter  term  was  taught  by  Joseph  Davis,  Esq.,  of  Hancock  :  ,;i 
■teaclier  that  has  been  thoroughly  tried,  but  has  not  been  found 
,vKjnting,  and  one  who  can  learn  scholars  as  much  and  as  well  as 
^my  other  man  in  the  same  length  of  time.  It  is  difficult  to  see 
how  the.  schools  in  this  district  could  have  been  any  better,  when 
we  consider  tl>e  number  of  scholars  and  Otjier  attending  circum- 
stances. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  lY. 
Mr.  John  J).  Wilson,  Prudential  Committee.  Two  teoehers 
rvvere  employed,  although  the  summer  and  winter  terms  w^re 
amited.  At  the  com-mencement,  the  school  was  under  the  di- 
rection of  Miss  A.  M.  BowJ^N,  of.Kashua,  who  had  never  taught 
before,  and  who,  though  aji  amiable  young  lady,  owing  to  cir- 
cumstances which  it  would  be  difficult  to  explain,  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  getting  the  good  will  of  all  the  scholars.  She  left  dur- 
ing the  fifth  Aveek,  and  Miss  Sakah  M.  Beaud,  of  New  Boston, 
taught  the  remainder  of  tlie  term.  Miss  Beard  had  had  experi- 
.ence,  and  finislied^the  school  in  a  very  acceptable  manner. 

DISTRICT  NO.  V. 
Mr.  Alvix  F«^tRPJNGTON-,  Prudentiah  Committee.  There  was 
■no  summer  term  it  'this  district,  excepting  one  of  three  weeks  in 
-connection  with  the  winter  term  of  the  previous  year.  The 
winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Han  n  ah  E.  Webster,  who  has 
every  necessary  qualification,  and  who  j^ut  the  school  into  a 
state  to  bear, an  excellent  examination. 

.DISTRICT  NO.  YI. 
Mr.  Jesse  -Cud worth,  Prudential  Committee.  There  wa^, 
as  usual,  but  one  term  in  this  district ;  and  tliat  was  a  very  long 
one  in  tlie  winter,  taught  by  Mr.  Gilma^i  ^S.  Hartshorn.  He 
worked  cheap,  but  yet  did  no  cheap  work.  Both  the  school  and 
the  teacher  deserve  tiie  highest  credit.  District  No.  11  is  now 
practically  merged  in  No.  6. 

DISTRICT  NO.  VII. 
Mr.  James  Satvyer,  Prudential  Committee.  The  summer 
term  was  t.anght  by  Miss  H.  At  aline  Savage.  Slie  brought 
into  her  Avork  good  qualifications,  and  every  thing  in  connection 
Avith  the  school  was  of  tlie  first  order.  The  Avinter  term  Avas 
taught  by  Mr.  Edavin  Pratt,  of  Reading,  Mass., — a  young  man 
of  good  talents  and  good  attainments,  but  Avithout  exi^erience. 
It  could  hardly  be  expected  that  he  Avould  be  able  to  secure  per- 
■fect  concord  in  a  school  Jiouse  .whose  Avails  liave  so  often  witness- 
ed something  of  the  Avant  of  it,:  but  yet  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  a  little  more  of  a  condescending  spirit  and  a  little  more  of 
general  carefulness,  aie.  characteristics  AAdrich  he  Avill  nndoubted- 
ly  add  in  future  to  liis  already  good  preparation  for  usefulness  as 
a  teacher.  The  scliolars  present  at  the  close  of  the  school,  pass- 
.  ed  a  very  satisfactory  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  VIII. 
Mr.  Moses  Robinson,  Prudential  Committee.  The  summer 
^feerm  Avas  taught  by  Miss  Hannah  E.  Webster.  And  from  the 
best  information  obtainable  AA^thout  having  been  present  at  the 
close,  your  Committee  Avould  express  the  opiuion  that  no  school 
in  town  during  the  year,  ])as  been  more  skilfully,  faitlifully,  or 
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successfully  managed.  Tlie  winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss 
Laura  A.  Moore,  who,  after  just  commencing  a  career  of  much 
promise,  was  compelled  by  sickness  to  abandon  her  post.  A 
portion  of  the  money  belonging  to  this  district  was  expended  in 
Dist.  No.  5.  For  the  want  of  the  Register,  the  figures  in  the 
table  in  relation  to  this  disti-ict,  are  not  reliable. 

DISTRICT  XO.  IX. 
Mr.  George  Wilcox,  Prudential  Committee.  Miss  Maria 
L.  Baldwin",  was  the  teacher  of  the  summer  term ;  and,  in  the 
(^pinion  of  your  Committee,  no  fault  can  be  found  either  with 
Iher  talents  and  attainments,  or  the  manner  in  which  she  made 
nse  of  them  in  guiding  her  pupils  in  the  path  of  intellectual  and 
general  improvement.  The  school  was,  without  qualification,  a 
good  one.  The  winter  term -was  taught  by  Miss  Axn  Augusta 
Dales,  of  whom  none  but  a  good  report  can  be  made.  She  is 
an  accurate,  and  a  fiiithfuLteacher  :  and  the  closing  examination 
of  her  school,  was  much  to  the  honor  of  all  concerned. 

DISTRICT  NO.  X. 
Mr.  Hen-ry  Holt,  Prudential  Committee.  Miss  Ha^ttie 
Richard  SOX,  of  Lyndeborough,  teacher  of  the  summer  term, 
has  secured  the  good  ^graces  of  .those  among  whom  she  has 
taught,  in  a  remarkable  degree.  And  the  best  thing  to  be.  said, 
is,  that  her  good  reputation  is  well  deserved.  The  summer  term 
in  No.  10,  was  first  rate.  And  it  is  believed  that  the  same.may 
be  said  of  the  winter  term,  taught  iby  Mr.  J.  M.  Kingsburv,  of 
Francestown.  No  better  instruction  could  be  asked  for  than 
was  given  in  the  branches  attended  to,  and  no  better  recitations 
could  be  witnessed  any  vvdiere  than  were  exhibited  on  the  closing 
day :  but  it  is  no  more  than  just  to  say,  that  pe7imanship^  a 
branch  so  important  to  young  scholars,  appeared  to  have.been 
neglected. 


The  studies  in  the  schools  have  generally  been  of  the  solid 
and  practical  kind.  Many  of  the  scholars  have  been  to  the  end 
of  Adams's  Arithmetic,  and  have  an  equally  good  knowledge  of 
Grammar  and  Geography.  The  Bible  has  been  read  once  every 
day. 

The  a  h  c's  and  x  y''s  of  Algebra  have  been  less  attended  to 
than  formerly;  your  Committee  believing  the  study  of  .this 
branch  in  common  schools  to  be  a  mere  fashion,  and  one  that 
ought  to  be  set  aside  to  give  place  to  the  more  useful  studies  of 
Philosophy,  Astronomy,  ic. 

Some  effort  has  been  made  to  introduce  a  uniform  system  ot 
penmanship  into  the  schools,  and  with  some  success.  It  would 
doubtless  be  a  very  great  advantage  for  the  scholars  to  use  cop- 
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ies  of  the  same  liandwriting  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
then*  education  in  this  important  branch. 

After  much  deliberation,  and  still  more  perplexity,  your  Com- 
mittee has  introduced  a  new  series  of  reading  books,  which  he 
hopes  will  prove  highly  satisfactory.  Upon  this  subject,  how- 
ever, he  is  constrained  to  express  the  wish,  that  there  might  be 
some  more  economical  way  of  obtaining  books  of  this  descrip- 
tion. The  warfare  that  is  carried  on  by  anxious  book-sellers,  inr- 
volving  the  expense  of  sending  agents  over  the  country,  is  a  re-^ 
proach  to  all  concerned.  And  the  worst  of  it  is,  that  those  who 
purchase  the  books,  have  the  whole  bill  to  pay :  whereas,  if  we 
had  to  pay  only  for  the  real  cost  and  freight,  with  a  reasonable 
profit,  it  would  appear  that  the  j^rice  of  the  books  need  not  be 
much  more  than  one  half  of  what  it  now  is.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  matter  will  be  looked  into  in^  the  proper  quarter. 

It  is  not  suitable  to  omit  the  remark  that  poverty  still  keeps 
its  sign  upon  some  of  our  school  houses,.  It  is  not  profitable,  as 
all  must  know,  to  allow  it  to  remain  there. 

It  may  be  added,  that  the  High  School  recently  commenced 
in  the  centre  district,  by  Mr.  Alfeed  N".  Hardy,  puts  on  a  very 
promising  appearance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN^  Le  bosquet,  Sui^g  Sch.  Com, 


LIST  OF    BOOKS  USED. 

Reading  : — The  Bible,  Progressive  SerieSi 
Spelling  : — Russell,  Leonard. 
Arithmetic  : — Adams,  Colburn,  Holbrook, 
Geography  : — Fitch  and  Colton. 
Grammar  : — Weld. 
History  : — Goodrich,  Tytler, 
Algebra  : — Robinson. 
Philosophy  : — Comstock,  Johnston. 
On  The  Mind  : — Watts. 
Natural  History  : — Ackennan. 
Physical  Geography  : — Fitch  and  Colton, 
Dictionaries  : — Webster,  Worcester, 
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E  E  P  0  R  T. 


The  Superintending  School  Committe  having  attended  to 
his  duties,  respectfully  submits  his  report. 

No  marked  difficulty  has  occurred  in  any  of  our  schools  the 
past  year,  and  some  advancement  has  been  made  by  most  of 
the  scholars.  As  usual,  some  of  the  scholars  have  been  irregular 
in  their  attendance,  of  course  learning  but  little  themselves  and 
retarding  the  progress  of  the  rest.  Parents  should  exert  them- 
selves to  have  their  children  always  at  school  in  good  season. 

A  few  of  our  teachers  have  been  well  qualified,  but  many  of 
them  have  net  been  so  Avell  qualified  as  they  should  have  been. 
We  need  Normal  schools  in  this  State  for  the  preparation  of 
teachers.  But,  were  they  so  disposed,  persons  intending  to 
teach  could  do  much  towards  preparing  themselves  for  the  busi- 
ness. Our  teachers  need  to  study  more  thoroughly  the  branches 
which  they  teacli.  They  ought  thoroughly  to  know  every  les- 
son which  they  are  going  to  hear,  so  that  they  can  give  their 
pupils  an  example  of  correct  and  spirited  performance  of  the 
school  exercises.  They  should  study  the  excellent  rules  for 
reading  laid  down  in  the  Common  School  Readers,  and  require 
their  pupils  to  understand  and  repeat  them,  as  they  advance  in 
those  books.  They  should  themselves  imderstand  the  elemen- 
tary sounds  of  our  language  and  require  their  pupils  to  enun- 
ciate them.  They  should  oft^n  give  their  pupils  an  example  of 
correct  reading,  and  require  more  attention  to  exact  articulation, 
correct  pronunciation,  emphasis,  inflections  and  pauses.  The 
scholars  are  too  often  permitted  to  hurry  over  the  marks  of 
punctuation  without  noticing  them.  They  should  be  required 
to  attend  to  the  meaning  of  what  they  read,  and  often  to  ex- 
press it,  either  in  their  own  words  or  those  of  the  book.  All 
those  who  are  sufficiently  advanced  should  have  a  dictionary  at 
hand  to  learn  from  it  the  meaning  of  words,  and  their  orthog- 
raphy and  pronunciation. 

Spelling  has  been  pretty  well  taught  in  our  schools,  but  in 
some  cases  the  scholars  have  been  permitted  to  huddle  the  syl- 
lables of  long  words  together.  Each  syllable  should  be  spelled 
and  pronounced  distinctly  by  itself 
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Penmanship  has  not  received  the  attention  which  its  impor- 
tance demands.  The  pupils  should  be  required  to  form  a  dis- 
tinct idea  of  the  shape  of  the  individual  letters,  and  then  to 
take  great  pains  to  make  them  correctly  and  neatly.  A  legible 
hand  should  be  the  object  aimed  at  in  teaching  this  branch. — 
Many  of  the  scholars  have  attempted  to  write  words  before 
they  understood  how  to  form  letters. 

In  Arithmetic  the  scholars  should  be  required  to  explain  ev- 
ery step  and  tell  the  reason  for  every  rule.  The  teacher  should 
not  be  confined  entirely  to  the  questions  of  the  text  book.  He 
should  have  a  clear  and  comprehensive  view  of  all  the  principles, 
so  as  promptly  to  give  all  needed  explanations  and  illustrations, 
though  he  should  be  careful  not  to  give  the  pupils  too  much 
assistance.  They  should  be  taught  to  rely  upon  their  own  pow- 
ers. In  mental  Arithmetic  the  teacher  should  be  able  to  perform 
every  example  with  rapidity  and  correctness.  The  pupils,  after 
hearing  the  example,  should  perform  it  promptly,  without  con- 
stant aid  from  the  teacher. 

The  Committee  has  recommended  the  study  of  the  history  of 
the  United  States  instead  of  that  of  Algebra.  Those  who  at- 
tend our  Common  Schools  will  have  but  little  if  any  u&e  for  a 
knowledge  of  Algebra  in  after  life,  while  some  knowledge  of 
the  history  of  our  country  will- be  of  great  advantage  to  them<. 

Composition  has  been  attended  to  in  only  a  few  of  the  schools. 
The  study  of  Grammar  is  incomplete  unless  it  is  rendered  prac- 
tical by  writing  sentences.  Those  scholars  who  are  old  enough 
should  write  short  compositions  in  connection  with  the  study 
of  Grammar,  also  upon  common  things,  and  about  things  learned 
in  their  reading  lessons,  in  their  Geography  and  their  History. 
Letter-writing  should  be  taught  to  the  older  scholars.  They 
should  learn  how  to  write,  punctuate,  fold  arid  direct  letters. — 
Some  knowledge  of  book-keeping  should  be  acquired  at  out 
district  schools,  since  nearly  all  will  have  occasion  to  keep  ac- 
counts in  subsequent  life. 

On  the  walls  of  every  school-room  in  town  hangs  a  valuablie 
map  of  the  United  States.  This  map  has  been  but  little  used 
by  most  of  the  teachers.  A  few  of  them  however  have  fully 
proved  that  it  may  be  used  to  good  advantage  in  teaching  the 
Geography  of  our  country. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittees exert  themselves  to  secure  well  (jualified,  and  if  possible,, 
experienced  teachers,  since  one  month's  tuition  under  such  a 
teacher  is  of  more  value  than  a  long  term  under  a  poor  teacher. 
Beside  a  good  moral  charncter,  the  three  essential  requisites  of 
a  good  teacher  are,  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  branches 
to  be  taught,  the  power  to  awaken  in  the  minds  of  his  pupils  an 
interest  in  their  studies,  and  the  skill  to  lend  them  a  helping 
hand  at  the  right  time. 
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District  No.  1.  Summer  School.  Taught  by  Miss  Clintina 
M.  Butler,  of  Bennington.  Length  of  term,  6  weeks ;  whole 
number  of  scholars,  21 ;  average  attendance,  19 ;  wages  of 
teacher,  including  board,  $10,66  per  month.  Good  order  was 
maintained.  Seven  scholars  are  reported  as  not  having  whis- 
pered during  the  term.  Most  of  the  scholars  are  backward, 
but  the  teacher  waked  up  considerable  interest,  and  some  pro- 
gress was  made.  The  articulation  of  the  scholars  was  indis- 
tinct.   The  teacher  introduced  some  useful  general  exercises. 

Winter  School.  Taught  by  Miss  Nellie  W.  Stayner,  of 
Lyndeborough.  Length  of  term,  9  weeks ;  whole  number  of 
scholars,  19 ;  average  attendance,  17 ;  wages  including  board, 
$14  per  month.  This  teacher  had  taught  in  this  district  before, 
and  she  gave  good  satisfaction.  Some  of  the  scholars,  however, 
did  not  seem  to  advance  much.  A  few  were  not  supplied  with 
the  books  required.  The  house  in  this  district  is  getting  some- 
what out  of  repair. 

Dist.  No.  2.  Summer  School.  Taught  by  Miss  Frances 
B.Reynolds.  Length  of  term,  8  weeks;  whole  number  of 
scholars,  14 ;  average  attendance,  10 ;  wages  $13  per  month, 
including  board.  A  pretty  good  school.  There  was  a  little 
want  of  spirit  in  the  performance  of  the  exercises. 

Winter  School.  Taught  by  Miss  Caroline  L.  Patch,  of 
Francestown.  Length  of  term,  11  weeks ;  wages  $10  per 
month.  Board  contributed  by  the  district.  Miss  Patch,  having 
had  much  experience  in  teaching,  is  a  good  teacher.  Most  of 
the  scholars  showed  at  the  final  examination  that  they  had 
learned  well.  There  was  some  want  of  attention  to  the  pauses 
in  reading,  and  carelessness  in  making  figures  on  the  black- 
board. The  progress  of  the  school  was  hindered  by  tardiness, 
of  which  there  are  reported  in  the  teacher's  Register,  286  in- 
stances.   The  parents  should  not  allow  the  like  to  occur  again. 

Dist.  No.  3.  There  were  three  terms  of  school  in  this  dis- 
trict. 

First  Term.  School  taught  by  Miss  S.  Frances  Peavey, 
Length  of  term,  16  1-2  weeks;  wages,  including  board,  $16 
per  month  ;  whole  number  of  scholars,  41  ;  average  attendance, 
31.  Many  of  the  scholars  in  this  school  do  not  seem  to  appre- 
ciate their  advantages,  and  it  requires  unusual  powers  of  per- 
suasion in  a  teacher  to  induce  them  to  study.  Their  minds  are 
on  something  else.  Such  scholars  advance  but  little  from  term 
to  term  in  their  studies.  Those  who  were  disposed  to  learn, 
could  do  so  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Peavey.  Some  of 
the  scholars  made  good  proficiency  in  their  studies,  others  were 
restless  and  inattentive,  and  of  course  learned  but  little. 

Second  Term.  During  this  terra,  by  a  vote  of  the  district, 
only  the  smaller  scholars  attended.     The  school  was  taught  by 
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Miss  Frances  A.  Jaquith.  Length  of  term,  9  weeks ;  wages 
per  month,  incUiding  board,  810,04;  whole  number  of  scholars, 
'28  ;  average  attendance,  20.  jSTearly  tlie  same  remarks  will  ap- 
ply to  this"  school  as  to  that  of  the  previous  term,  only  the 
^scholars,  having  recently  attended  during  a  long  term,  were 
less  inclined  to  vigorous  exertion.  None  of  them  hurt  them- 
selves by  hard  study.    Still,  something  was  learned. 

Third  Term.    The  larger  scholars  only  attended  this  term. 
School  taught  by  Mr.  Charles  S.  Eatox,  of  Washington. — 
Length  of  term,  10  weeks ;  wages,  including  board,  832  per 
month;  whole  number  of  scholars,  82;  averixge  attendance,! 26. 
This  teacher  keeps  good  order,  and  is  thorough  in  his  mode  of 
instruction.    He  aims  to  make  the  scholars  find  out  for  them- 
selves the  reasons  of  the  principles  learned.    Most  of  the  schol- 
ars recited  well  at  the  last  examination,  but  a  few  evinced  by 
their  hesitation  or  silence  that  they  had  neglected  the  golden 
opportunity  which  they  had  enjoyed.    The  parents  of  sach 
scholars  should  exert  their  influence  to  induce  them  to  make  a 
better  use  of  their  time. 

DisT.  iSTo.  4.  Summer  School.  Taught  by  Miss  Lizzie  H. 
Russell.  Length  of  term,  10  weeks;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 13;  average  attendance,  11  ;  wages,  88  per  month  ;  board 
contributed  by  tlie  district.  This  school  appeared  pretty  well 
at  the  closing  examination. 

Winter  School.  Taught  by  Miss  Laura  A.  Moore.  Length 
of  term,  10  weeks ;  whole  number  of  scholars,  16  ;  average  at- 
tendance, 12  ;  wages,  $10  per  month  ;  board  contributed.  The 
teacher  was  faithful,  but  some  of  the  scholars  at  the  final  ex- 
nminatioii  were  not  so  prompt  as  they  should  have  been.  There 
was  some  whispering.  The  hoi.ise  in  this  district  needs  repair- 
ing, particularly  the  outer  door. 

DiST.  Xo.  5.  First  Term.  Sciiool  taught  by  Miss  Axx  Au- 
gusta Dales.  Length  of  term  6  weeks ;  wages,  including 
board,  110.32  ;  vrhole  number  of  scholars,  16  ;  average  attend- 
iince,  13.  As  the  Superintending  Committee  v\^as  not  appointed 
till  near  the  close  of  this  school,  he  cannot  report  what  improve- 
.ment  was  made.  At  his  visit  near  the  close  of  the  school,  it 
appeared  tolerably  well.  Some  of  the  scholars  did  not  seem  to 
understand  the  meaning  of  their  reading  lessons  very  well,  and 
some  tried  to  read  in  books  too  hard  for  them. 

Winter  School.  Taught  by  Miss  H.  Lizzie  Webster. — 
Length  of  term,  10  ^  weeks ;  wages,  including  board,  814  per 
month ;  whole  number  of  scholars,  21 ;  average  attendance,  17. 
Oood  order  was  maintained,  with  the  exception  of  some  whis- 
pering.   Tlie  exercises  went  off  well  at  the  closing  examination- 
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DiST.  No.  6.  There  was  no  school  in  this  district  in  thef 
Summer.  The  school  was  taught  in  the  Winter  by  Mr.  S.  Gil- 
MAT^  Hartshorn-.  Length  of  term,  14  weeks  ;  wages  of  teach- 
er a  month,  including  board,  $16;  whole  number  of  scholars, 
15  ;  average  attendance,  10.  On  account  of  the  bad  condition 
of  the  roads,  and  want  of  notice  that  the  Committee  was  com- 
ing in,  only  a  part  of  the  scholars  were  present  at  the  final  ex- 
amination. The  older  scholars  were  prompt  in  their  recitations, 
particularly  in  Arithmetic.    The  order  was  good. 

DisT.  'No.  7.  This  school  was  taught  both  Summer  and  Win- 
ter by  Miss  Orra  A.  Hopki^ts,  of  Francestown.  Summer 
Term^  10  weeks  in  length ;  whole  number  of  scholars,  16  ;' 
average  attendance,  15 ;  wages,  including  board,  $12.75. 

Wmter  Term^ — -14  weeks  in  length  ;  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars, 19 ;  average  attendance,  16  ;  wages,  including  board,  $17. 
This  district  was  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  so  good 
a  teacher.  The  scholars  submitted  cheerfully  to  her  authority, 
and  made  commendable  progress  in  their  studies.  Writing  was 
not  quite  carefully  enough  attended  to.  At  each  final  exami- 
nation nearly  every  scholar  recited  a  select  piece,  and  the  school 
recited  well  in  concert  from  the  large  map  of  the  United  States. 

DiST.  No.  8.  Summer  School.  Taught  by  Miss  Maria  N. 
Whittemore,  of  Bennington.  Length  of  term,  6  weeks ; 
whole  number  of  scholars,  11 ;  average  attendance,  10  ;  wages 
per  month,  $8.  The  Committee  not  having  been  informed  of 
the  time  of  the  closing  of  the  school,  cannot  report  what  im- 
provement was  made. 

Winter  Term.  Taught  by  Miss  Clintixa  M.  Butler,  of 
Bennington.  Length  of  term,  7  weeks  ;  wages  of  teacher,  $10 
per  month  ;  whole  number  of  scholars,  8 ;  average  attendance 
6.  The  scholars  learned  well,  considering  the  shortness  of  the 
school.  The  teacher  reports  "Not  one  whisper."  The  general 
exercises  used  in  No.  1,  were  introduced  here,  and  there  was  a 
prompt  recitation  in  concert  from  the  large  map  of  the  United 
States.    This  district  ought  to  be  united  with  No.  5. 

DiST.  No.  9.  Both  schools  were  taught  by  Miss  Maria  L, 
Baldwin.  Length  of  first  term,  7  weeks  ;  wages  per  month, 
including  board,  $12  ;  whole  number  of  scholars,  11;  average 
attendance,  10. 

Winter  Term.  Wages,  $16  per  month,  including  board ; 
whole  number  of  scholars,  18  ;  average  attendance,  15.  There 
are  reported  118  instances  of  tardiness  during  this  term.  Two 
or  three  scholars,  who  need  to  go  constantly,  were  absent  a 
large  part  of  the  term.  Good  order  was  maintained  during 
both  terms,  and  the  teacher  did  as  well  as  could  be  expected 
of  one  whose  advantages  for  preparation  have  been  no  greater. 


DisT.  No.  10.  This  school  had  but  one  term.  It  was  tanght 
during  the  Summer  and  Fall  by  Miss  Fidelia  S.  Savage. — 
Length  of  term,  17  weeks  ;  wages  per  month,  including  board, 
69.12  ;  whole  number  of  scholars,  17  ;  average  attendance,  10. 
The  teacher  was  young  and  inexperienced,  this  being  her  first 
school.  She  gave  satisfaction  to  the  district,  and  the  scholars 
made  some  improvement. 

DiST.  No.  11.  The  school  money  and  scholars  of  this  district 
were  united  with  those  of  No.  6. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  recommend  that  the 
parents,  and  especially  the  Prudential  Committees,  manifest 
their  interest  in  the  schools  by  visiting  them  frequently.  Let 
them  go  in  any  day  without  ceremony,  and  see  how  the  schools 
are  going  on,  what  children  are  industrious  and  orderly,  and 
which  are  idle  and  insubordinate  ;  and  whether  the  teachers 
are  doing  their  duty.  When  the  children  see  their  parents  thus 
taking  an  interest  in  their  improvement,  they  will  imbibe  their 
spirit  and  engage  with  zeal  and  success  in  their  studies,  and  the 
teacher  will  go  forward  with  renewed  courage  and  animation. 

C.  D.  FITCH,  Superintending  Cotnmittee, 
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It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  to  myself,  gratitude  to 
you,  and  to  the  great  Dispenser  of  all  good,  that  your  Superin- 
tending School  Committee  can  report  to  you  so  wise  and  judi- 
cious expenditures  of  the  money  appropriated  tor  school  purposes 
the  past  year. 

DISTRICT  NO.  1. 
Money  assigned,  $46.50.  J.  R.  Russell,  Prudential  Commit- 
tee. Summer  school,  which  was  but  6  weeks  in  length,  was 
taught  by  Miss  Cynthia  E.  Gould,  whose  wages,  including 
board,  was  $9.92  per  month.  She  had  19  different  scholars  ; 
average  17^.  This  teacher  exhibited  energy,  tact  and  persever- 
ence.  Some  improvement  was  visible  at  the  close  of  this  short 
term. 

The  "Winter  school  was  10  weeks  long  ;  was  taught  by  Miss 
IN'ellie  W".  Stagj^ee,  of  Lyndeboro',  at  the  expense  of  $12  per 
month.  Miss  S.  having  taught  about  two  and  one  half  years, 
and  six  months  in  this  district,  was  no  stranger  to  the  business 
nor  place.  The  motto  of  this  teacher  was  not  "  how  far,"  but 
"  how  well."  The  closing  examination  showed  that  the  first 
principles  had  been  well  taught,  and  the  school  was  well  pre- 
pared to  "  go  ahead  ;  "  but  alas,  the  money  was  expended,  the 
house  worn  out,  and  the  school  closed.  Whole  number  of 
scholars,  29  ;  average  attendance,  18  52-55. 

DISTRICT  ISrO.  2. 

Money  assigned,  $45.02.  P.  C.  Whittemore,  Prudential  Com- 
mittee. The  Summer  school  was  7  weeks  long.  Wages  of 
teacher  per  month,  including  board,  $13.  Miss  A.  F.  HoPKms 
having  given  general  satisfaction,  this  term,  was  engaged  for 
the  Winter  school,  which  was  12  weeks  in  length.  Whole 
number  of  scholars,  21 ;  average  attendance,  — ;  vfages  of 
teacher,  including  board,  816  per  month.  This  school  made 
good  improvement.  Miss  H.  being  a  good  disciplinarian.  Good 
order  seemed  to  be  the  natural  result  of  her  presence,  and  the 
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clear  and  distinct  manner  in  which  the  questions  were  asked, 
induced  a  coiTesponding  answer.  There  w^as  marked  improve- 
ment in  reading  and  spelling.  The  school  w^as  small  and  no 
class  was  neglected.  Singing  received  some  attention.  There 
was  a  paper,  called  the  "  Floral  Wreath,"  which  was  well  read 
at  the  examination. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 
Money  assigned,  SI 56.65.  Lorenzo  Holt,  Prudential  Com- 
mittee. Summer  school  taught  by  Miss  S.  Frances  Peavey. 
Length  of  term,  15  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  scholars,  42  ;  aver- 
age attendance,  35  ;  wages,  including  board,  $16  per  month. 
This  school  was  martialed  under  an  experienced  and  successful 
leader;  having  been  engaged  in  teaching  54  months,  15  of 
which,  have  been  spent  teaching  in  this  district.  Therefore  she 
came  to  her  work  well  knowing  the  amount  of  labor  w^hich 
would  be  required  to  govern,  teach,  and  keep  up  an  interest  in 
a  village  school  like  this  for  fifteen  weeks,  of  over  40  scholars. 
And  I  can  ofler  no  word  of  commendation  more  appropriate 
than  to  say  that  she  was  competent  for  the  task;  and  at  the 
closing  examination,  we  not  only  found  the  scholars  present,  but 
prepared  for  all  the  exercises  of  the  school-room,  and  I  think 
all  present  were  convinced  that  there  had  been  much  labor  per- 
formed by  both  teacher  and  pupils.  We  found  in  this  school  a 
model  class  in  Colburn's  Arithmetic.  In  fact,  this  was  a  "  model 
school."  Three  names  are  recorded  as  not  tardj^  nor  absent: 
Sarah  Patch,  Emma  Marshall,  Mariette  Powers.  In  the  teacher's 
"  remarks  "  we  find  special  attention  was  paid  to  vocal  music. 

Winter  term  taught  by  Mr.  Baldwin.  Length  of  term,  15 
weeks ;  wages  of  teacher,  including  board,  $26  ;  whole  number 
of  scholars,  39  ;  average,  34.  Mr.  Baldwin  came  to  his  work 
with  good  scholarship,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  his  new 
work,  this  being  his  first  effort  in  teaching,  and  applied  himself 
to  it,  with  an  earnest  desire  to  succeed.  And  in  this  school  he 
has  been  truly  successful.  To  the  older  scholars  he  seemed  an 
elder  brother ;  to  the  younger,  an  early  guide  "to  the  hill  of 
science."  This  school  takes  a  high  stand  among  our  common 
schools.  The  reading,  and  solving,  and  explaining  of  problems 
was  highly  commended  by  the  Commissioner. 

DISTRICT  NO.  4. 
Money  assigned  by  the  town,  $29.28.  Samuel  Martin,  Pru- 
dential committee.  The  Summer  school,  w^hicli  w^as  6  weeks 
long,  w^as  taught  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Martin,  from  Bennington. 
Wages,  including  board,  $10  per  month;  Avhole  number  of 
scholars,  8;  average  attendance,  7  2-11.  I  did  not  visit  this 
school  at  its  close  ;  believing  it  was  the  duty  of  Bennington 
Committee  to  examine  and  report,  as  the  scholars  were  most- 
ly from  that  town. 


To  the  Winter  term,  Greenfield  furnislied  4  and  Bennington 
16  scholars  ;  average  attendance,  18  3-11.  The  teacher,  Miss 
Emma  A.  Hastings,  of  New  Ipswich,  taught  10  weeks,  at  the 
rate  of  113  per  month,  including  board.  The  school  contained 
an  unusual  variety  of  character,  and  ability ;  and  the  teacher 
young  and  inexperienced,  yet  her  success  was  quite  as  good  as" 
we  anticipated.  There  was  a  class  in  Grammar,  History  and 
Physiology,  which  recited  well.  The  deportment  of  the  large 
scholars  was  commendable.  Visits  recorded,  37  ;  tardy,  13  in 
Summer,  15  in  Yf  inter. 

DISTRICT  NO,  5. 

Money  assigned,  $40.45.  Rev.  Amzi  Jones,  Prudential  Com- 
mittee. The  first  term,  10  weeks  in  length,  was  taught  by 
Miss  Mary  O.  Ramsey.  Wages,  including  board,  f 8  per 
month;  whole  number  ot  scholars,  24;  average  attendance,  a 
fitiction  over  17.  This  teacher,  though  young,  and  inexperi- 
enced in  managing  a  school,  yet  she  had  a  good  knowledge  of 
the  habits  and  disposition  ot  children,  and  by  her  amiable  dispo- 
sition and  suasive  manner,  she  won  the  affections  of  her  pupils, 
and  led  them  along  the  flowery  paths  of  science  in  the  most 
quiet  and  happy  manner. 

The  Winter  school  was  8  weeks  in  length  ;  whole  number  of 
scholars,  29 ;  average  attendance,  23;  wages,  including  board, 
$16  per  month.  The  teacher.  Miss  H.  E.  Webster,  commenced 
her  work  with  considerable  experience,  and  excellent  scholar- 
ship, and  we  anticipated  great  improvement.  In  this  school  we 
find  some  of  the  best  scholars  we  have  in  town.  Judging  from 
their  previous  attainments,  we  do  not  think  there  was  greater 
improvement  made  than  in  some  other  schools,  though  some  of 
the  classes  appeared  very  well,  j)articularly  the  first  class  in 
Grammar  and  Arithmetic,  most  of  whom  had  been  through  the 
book. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6  &  11,  UNITED. 
Money  assigned,  $53.55  ;  No.  6  famishing  $32.08,  and  No. 
11  J§21.47.  Oscar  Joslin,  Prudential  Committee.  The  first 
term  was  8  weeks  in  length,  and  the  second  the  same.  The 
Register,  which  was  well  kept,  gives  whole  number  of  scholars, 
15 ;  average  attendance,  14,  the  first  term ;  second  term  21 ; 
average,  17J.  Both,  Summer  and  Winter  schools  were  taught 
by  Miss  Myra  S.  Moore,  of  Sharon.  Wages,  including  board, 
first  term  $10,  second  term,  $12.  I  was  pleased  with  the  raot- 
tos  which  the  teacher  had  placed  upon  the  walls  ot  the  school- 
room, and  surrounded  them  with  wreaths  of  evergreen.  The 
vital  educational  truths  and  sterling  common  sense  expressed  in 
the  mottos,  and  the  surroundings  arranged  with  taste, — this  was 
but  emblematic  of  the  thoroughness  of  instruction,  firmness  of 
government,  and  gentleness  of  manner,  which  have  combined  to 
make  this  school,  during  the  past  year,  of  great  value  to  the  dis- 
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trict,  and  we  trust  they  will  be  grateful  to  Mr.  Joslin  for  the 
judicious  expenditure  of  their  money.  But  11  instances  of 
tardiness  during  the  16  weeks  ;  number  of  visits,  66. 

^  DISTRICT  NO.  7. 
Money  assigned,  $59.58.  Levi  Dodge,  Prudential  Committee. 
Summer  school  taught  by  Miss  M.  E.  I^Bosquet.  Length  of 
term,  9  weeks  ;  whole  number  of  scholars,  22  ;  average  attend- 
ance, 17^  ;  wages,  including  board,  813.83  1-3  per  month.  This 
teacher  was  less  successful  in  awakening  interest,  and  securing 
order  in  this  district  than  in  No.  9,  though  she  labored  perhaps 
with  equal  fidelity,  and  desired  to  do  good  and  benefit  her  pu- 
pils, and  the  classes  in  reading  and  arithmetic,  evidenced  good 
improvement.  Miss  L.  takes  much  pleasure  in  teaching  her 
scholars  music,  and  the  sing-ins^  at  the  examination  of  the  school 
was  good. 

Winter  term  ;  taught  by  Ms.  Sidxey  H.  Haedt.  Length  t)f 
term,  10  weeks  ;  Avhole  number  of  scholars,  22  ;  average  attend- 
ance, 17  J ;  wages  of  teacher,  including  board,  822  per  month. 
This  teacher  made  his  first  effort  at  teaching,  in  the  district 
where  he  had  received,  most  of  his  education, — a  circumstance 
which  usually  makes  it  more  difficult  to  secure  good  order. 
This,  or  some  other  cause,  seemed  to  prevent  that  stillness,  and 
decorum  which  is  so  desirable  in  the  school-room,  yet  some  im- 
provement was  made.  Good  attention  paid  to  reading,  writing 
and  the  first  principles  of  arithmetic,  were  well  taught.  Tardi- 
ness and  absence,  have  been  very  common  in  this  school,  which 
shows  a  want  of  interest  on  the  part  of  parents.  We  think  the 
teacher  of  this  district  and  parents  have  not  harmonized  well  to- 
gether the  past  year,  and  perhaps  the  teachers  have  not  had  that 
help  and  sympathy  which  they  have  deserved. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

Money  assigned,  826.62.  Samuel  Dascomb,  Prudential  Com- 
mittee. There  was  but  one  term  of  school  in  the  district, 
which  commenced  the  25th  of  August,  and  continued  9  weeks, 
under  the  care  of  Miss  Mary  O.  Ramsey.  Wages,  88.33  1-3 
per  month.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  10  ;  average  attendance 
6.  This  school  was  very  small,  which  made  it  more  difiicult  to 
awaken  an  interest  and  excite  a  spirit  of  emulation,  than  in  a 
larger  school.  Order  good,  and  progress  commendable. 
DISTRICT  NO.  9. 

Money  assigned,  $24.91.  Rufus  Hardy,  Prudential  Commit- 
tee. Summer  school  taught  by  Miss  M.  E.  LeBosquet. 
Length  of  term,  6  weeks;  wages  of  teacher,  including  board, 
812  per  month.  Good  order  was  maintained.  Most  of  the 
scholars  refrained  from  whispering  during  the  term  ;  two  are  re- 
ported as  not  being  absent  or  tardy :  Olive  Straw,  Sarah  Coop- 
er. Singing  and  the  recital  of  appropriate  pieces,  interspersed 
with  the  other  exercises,  at  the  examination,  were  very  com- 
mendable. 
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Winter  School,  taught  by  Miss  Augusta  L.  Baldwin 
Length  of  term,  8  weeks ;  wages,  including  board,  $13  per 
month.  A  part  of  the  scholars  refrained  from  whispering  dur- 
ing this  term,  and  two  neither  absent  nor  tardy  :  Sarah  Cooper 
and  Ella  J.  Hardy.  We  think  this  teacher  gave  satisfaction. 
DISTRICT  N"0.  10. 

Money  assigned,  $36.84.  Robert  Blanchard,  Prudential  Com- 
mitte.  Length  of  first  term,  5J  weeks ;  wages  of  teacher,  in- 
cluding board,  $11.67  per  month ;  whole  number  of  scholars, 
20  ;  average  attendance,  14 ;  Miss  Emily  C.  Kiddee,  of  Fran- 
cestown,  teacher.  This  district  instructed  the  committee,  by 
unanimous  vote,  to  secure  the  services  of  the  teacher  who  had 
labored  with  such  fidelity  for  their  children,  the  year  previous, 
and  Mr.  B.  was  successful — and  Miss  Kiddee  came  to  her  work 
with  the  advantage  of  having  the  confidence  of  the  parents,  the 
respect  and  affection  of  all  her  pupils.  She  was  thus  prepared 
to  do  them  much  good,  and  the  improvement  made  correspond- 
ed^well  with  these  advantages. 

The  same  teacher  commenced  the  second  term  with  equal 
prospect  of  success,  but  at  the  expiration  of  about  two  weeks, 
she  was  obliged,  on  account  of  illness,  to  leave  the  school.  Af- 
ter an  interval  of  some  four  months,  the  school  commenced  un- 
der the  care  of  Miss  Fidelia  S.  Savage,  and  continued  4 J 
weeks ;  wages  $10  per  month  ;  whole  number  of  scholars,  23  ; 
average  attendance,  20.  This  school  was  composed  of  pupils 
who  had  attended  other  schools,  and  more  than  one  half  be- 
longed to  other  districts — all  having  attended  schools  in  adjoin- 
ing districts  the  past  winter,  making  it  more  difficult  for  the 
committee  to  judge  accurately  the  amount  ot  improvement  made 
this  short  term  of  4J  weeks,  yet  we  believe  it  a  very  good  school. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

On  a  careful  review  of  the  schools  under  my  charge  for  the 
past  year,  my  impression  is,  that  they  will  favorably  compare 
with  those  of  former  years.  Several  of  the  Summer  schools 
are  worthy  to  be  noticed  as  examples  of  order,  neatness,  and 
cleanliness, — cardinal  virtues,  especially  in  a  lady's  school,  but 
virtues  which  are  not  always  visible  in  the  school-room. 

Believing  that  absence  and  tardiness  were  fruitful  sources  of 
much  evil  to  our  schools,  I  proposed  to  each  school  at  the  time 
of  its  commencement,  that  I  would  report  the  names  of  those 
who  would  not  be  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  term.  A  few 
have  been  recorded,  and  I  have  reported  their  names.  I  think 
some  teachers  may  have  failed  to  report  this,  as  they  have  some 
other  very  important  facts  which  are  very  essential  for  the  com- 
mittee to  know  in  order  to  make  out  a  correct  report  to  the 
Town  and  State,  and  I  would  say  that  no  teacher  is  entitled  to 
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his  or  her  pay,  until  they  have  complied  with  the  law, — filled 
out  their  Register  and  returned  it  to  the  Superintending  School 
Committee.  And  the  pupil's  desire  to  have  their  names  recorded, 
or  some  other  good  cause  has  diminished  the  number  of  marks 
of  tardiness  and  absence  more  than  one-half  In  ISTo.  6,  instances 
of  tardiness,  first  term,  7  ;  second  term,  4  ;  visits,  first  term,  39  ; 
second  term,  27  ;  This  district  has  done  the  best.  'No.  9  comes 
next,  having  but  34  instances  of  tardiness  during  the  two  terms, 
and  in  five  districts  the  number  recorded  is  less  than  200. 

I  find  written  in  my  memorandum  of  some  of  the  schools, 
stillness  and  studiousness ;  others,  some  whispering.  I  have 
sometimes  thought  this  might  be  classed  among  the  evils  of  all 
evils  ol  the  school-room,  and  the  committee  and  parents  should 
lend  their  influence,  with  the  teacher,  to  banish  it  from  our 
schools. 

Whatever  may  be  said  about  the  unhappy  religious  division 
which  exists  in  this  town,  there  is  manifested  a  neighborly  feel- 
ing toward  adjoining  districts,  which  is  truly  commendable,  apd 
the  small  districts  have  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege,  and 
by  so  doing  have  received  a  fair  amount  of  schooling  the  past 
year.  I  would  suggest  that  each  district  take  a  vote  upon  this 
subject  at  their  next  Annual  Meeting — as  the  law  does  provide 
that  by  vote  of  the  district,  scholars  from  other  districts  may  at- 
tend, and  when  so  authorized  tliey  come  under  the  legitimate 
supervision  of  the  Superintending  Committee.  But  without  such 
vote  they  can  only  be  regarded  as  foreign  or  transcient  scholars. 

I  do  not  wish  to  advise  the  town  to  make  any  great  outlay  of 
money  in  "  these  dark  and  troublesome  times,"  but  I  do  think  it 
would  be  economy,  and  the  first  step  to  retrenchment  to  re-dis- 
trict the  town,  and  reduce  the  number  about  one  quarter.  In 
the  West  part,  we  think  5,  7  and  8  might  be  united ;  in  the 
South  part  there  might  be  changes,  equally  as  important  and 
beneficial.  As  in  regard  to  our  school-houses,  they  remain  about 
the  same  as  they  were  last  year.  But  I  will  not  say  anything 
upon  the  "  shady  side  "  this  year ;  they  are  of  age  and  may 
speak  for  themselves. 

Never  was  there  a  period  when  it  was  more  important  that 
teachers  and  parents  should  have  a  constant  regard  to  the  good 
moral  training  of  those  committed  to  their  care.  The  gener- 
ation that  are  now  receiving  their  education  in  the  public  schools, 
will  be  called  to  act  their  part  in  life  under  circumctances  of  the 
most  animating  and  fearful  interest — under  responsibilities  such 
as  have  not  been  assumed  by  any  generation  that  has  lived  be- 
fore them.    They  ought  to  be  well  educated 

With  these  remarks,  our  Report  is  respectfully  submitted. 
JOHN  FLETCHER, 

Superintending  School  Com. 

Gbeenfield,  March  11,  1862. 


